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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


TURKISH JOURNALIST INTERVIEWS ARMENIAN BISHOP IN TEHRAN 
Istanbul MARMARA in Armenian 21 Sep 83 ppl, 4 


{interview with Archbishop Artak Manukian by MILLIYET correspondent Murat 
Partakch; in Tehran; date not specified: “Archbishop Artak Manukian announces: 
"Persian Armenians Have no Connection With ASALA'"] 


[Text] In today’s issue of MILLIYET we read that Murat Partakch, 
a correspondent of this newspaper, interviewed Tehran prelate 
Archbishop Artak Manukian. We present that interview below in 
translation. 

k bk tt 
Archbishop Manukian, spiritual leader of Persian Armenians, 
stated: "All Armenians are concerned with two basic questions: 
one, the genocide perpetrated by the Turks against the Ar- 
menians, and two, our historic lands.” 


We met with Manukian in the Armenian Church in downtown Tehran. 
Manukian stated that he has merely heard the name of the Secret 
Armenian Liberation Army, that is, ASALA, and that they have no con- 
nection with other organizations either. 


We addressed the following questions to Persian Armenian church 
prelate Manukian and received the following answers. 


[Question] Archbishop Manukian, as you know, numerous Turkish diplomats and 
officials have been killed by a number of terrorist organizations, and by the 
ASALA in particular. What do you think about these events? Do you disapprove 
of these criminal actions? 


[Answer] What is ASALA? 


[Question] You mean to say you have never heard this name? 


[Answer] I have heard it, however, the Persian Armenians and I have no con- 
nection with them. I do not even know for sure who they are. I have only read 
their names in the newspapers. 











[Question] Well, what can you say about their urdertakings? 


[Answer] As a churchman, I am against crime. However, there is truth there 
somewhere: the Turkish Armenians were the victims of a genocide, and 2 million 
Armenians were killed. 


[Question] This is your opinion. We maintain precisely the opposite, and in-~ 
sist that the Armenians in Eastern Anatolia, during World War I, acting in con- 
cert with the Russians, carried out a mass genocide against the Turks. In ad- 
dition, historical documents prove that during that time there were not 2 mil- 
lion Armenians living in Anatolia. 


[Answer] According to the census figures available to us, the number was 
specified as 2 million. Prominent historians also certify the authenticity of 
this documentation. The insistent claim that Armenians were acting in concert 
with the Russians also fails to coincide with the facts. 





[Question] There are also historians who claim exactly the opposite, that is, 
they share our view. 


[Answer] That may be, but there is no question that a genocide was carried out. 


[Question] Let us assume that it happened the way you say. This is used as an 
excuse for crimes which have been committed. 


[Answer] I am a churchman. The church is also against criminal actions. I 
have stated that I disapprove of criminal actions. 


[Question] As an individual, aside from religion, do you disapprove of 
criminal actions? 


[Answer] The church is against criminal actions. 


[Question] Very well, what do you think about the events in Tehran? What is 
your opinion about the bombing of the French Embassy? As you know, such in- 
cidents have occurred on numerous occasions. 


[Answer] After each such incident I issued a public statement of disapproval. 
Persian Armenians are living over extensive areas of Iran. More than 200,000 
Armenians reside here. Our church is open. Classes in our schools are taught 
in Armenian. Our public institutions enjoy freedom. 


[Question] I believe you have representatives in the Majlis. 


[Answer] We have two deputies in the Iranian Majlis. Armenian professors 
teach at the university. We are cultivating good relations with the Islamic 
Government. There are also Armenians in the Iranian Army, who are fighting 
against Iraq. Thirty-five Armenian soldiers have been killed in this war to 
date. 














[Question] Yes, what you have said is proven by the pictures taken of you with 
the Ayatollah Khomeini, which are hanging on the walls of the church. Very well, 
as regards the past, do you not have any demands to present to Iran? 


[Answer] Look, all Armenians have two main questions: the first is the genocide 
perpetrated in 1915, and the second, the historical Armenian lands. "OUR LANDS 
ARE WITHIN THE BORDERS OF TURKEY." 


[Question] Where are these "historical lands" located? Do you have such lands 
in Iran, too? 


[Answer] Historical Armenia is located in Anatolia. Within the present borders 
of Turkey. 


[Question] As you know, in Lausanne a while back, in addition to wishes for an 
independent Armenia, the question of contact with the Armenian Republic, which 
is within Soviet borders, was also addressed. 


[Answer] A conference? That conference...? 
[Question] You did not support the congress? 


[Answer] We did not send any delegates, because they had no authority to 
represent us. 


[Question]. You say genocide, you say historical Armenian lands. As you see 
it, how are these matters going to be resolved? 


[Answer] Turkey must acknowledge that a genocide took place. This is the first 
historical genocide. Hitler referred even iu his speeches to the genocide per- 
petrated against the Armenians. After the war Germany asked forgiveness for 
genocide carried out against the Jews and admitted the truth. The Turkish 
Government must do the same. Let me ask you a question. What do Turkish youth 
and the new generation have to say about the Armenian Question? 


[Question] After the actions taken by ASALA and other organizations, what do 
you expect them to say? 


[Answer] What did they say before these incidents? 


[Question] Mr Manukian, your views and ours are completely different. On your 
church walis, next to the pictures of the 1915 happenings, there are pictures 
of those who died following the recent events at the Turkish Embassy in Lisbon. 
And what about the actions against the French in Iran? 


{Anewer}] My church and I have nothing to do with the events which took place. 
We read about them in the newspapers, we hear about them on the radio, and after 
each such incident we issue a statement of disapproval. The newspapers have 
reported this as well. 
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


THAI PAPER COMMENTS ON ARMENIAN TERRORIST GROUPS 
Beirut AZTAG in Armenian 9 Sep 83 p 4 


(fext| [Editor's note] First it must be noted that the appearance of an article 
on the Armenian question in 4 Far Eastern paper like the Bangkok POST is a 
positive event in itself--apart from the fact that the article, in its general 
lines and the accompanying map, leans in favor of the legitimate cause of the 
Armenian people. 


However, although the article acknowledges the genocide and indirectly condemns 
Turkey--which denies a "reality supported with evidence"--it also makes certain 
assessments and conveys some wrong information. 


When one acknowledges the reality of the genocide one cannot describe as 
vengeance or hatred acts which give impetus to the Armenian struggle for 
survival. The demands of the Armenian people embcty justice and the quest for 
the recovery of the Armenian homeland. The /Armenians have been forced/ by the 
oppressor Turk and its silent collaborators to endorse the path of armed 
struggle in order to attain their goals. 


The Bangkok POST article also mentions some baseless information which probably 
is the result of the unsubstantiality of the sources--or the one source--it has 
used. The assertions made in connection with the nature and the course of the 
( Turkish} deportation [of Armenians) are erroneous. Particularly 
unsubstantiated is the allegation that members of the Armenian Revolutionary 
Federation [ARF] condemn terrorism, citing as evidence certain statements made 
during a congress held recently in Lausanne which can in no way be attributed to 
the ARF, particulary since the ARF--as well as other Armenian political 
parties--did not participate in the Lausanne congress, which had no basis of 
representation whatsoever. 


The ARF has frequently and publicly declared that it condemns those armed acts 
which start from wrong strategic and tactical premises and which are aimed 
against non-Turkish targets, thus providing ammunition for the anti-Armenian 
propaganda machine and blemishing the legitimate existence of the Armenian 
question. 


Otherwise, the ARF has always maintainei a sympathetic approach toward that 
strategic mode of armed struggle which strikes against the interests, 
representatives and institutions of fascist Turkey in order to restore the 
rights of the Armenian people. 











The Bangkok POST article also contains other contradictory information. While 
on the hand, it states that Armenian terrorist organizations work in complete 
secrecy, it, on the other hand, charges without evidence that the Justice 
Commandos of the Armenian Genocide (that is the members of the secret 
organization) are affiliated with rightist militia groups in Lebanon. 


Nevertheless, the Bangkok POST article is 4 writing that favors the Armenians in 
its general outlook and, despite its flaws, it helps the dissemination of 
information about the Armenian cause in the Far East. 


In the last few weeks, 15 people have been killed and 60 others have been hurt 
as a result of Armenian terrorist attacks staged in Western Europe. 


Among these attacks, the most significant was the suicidal operation staged 
against the Turkish embassy in Lishon. The wife of the Turkish charge d'affairs 
was killed in the course of the operation. Seven people (should be eight-- 
editor) died as a result of the explosion that took place at Orly airport 
France. 


The forgotten Armenian question today is being forcefully revived in the public 
mind. This is a lesson for all those who cruelly disregard legitimate problems. 


The primary goal of the Armenians is to avenge the barbaric acts which began at 
the end of the 19th century and which peaked with the deportation of 1,750,000 
Armenians into Russia in 1915. 


In the course of the forced migration, 800,000 Armenians perished of hunger and 
exnaustion or at the hands of Turkish soldiers and Kurdish bandits. 


In the chaos that ensued the deportation, the Russian revolution and World war 
[, hundreds of thousands of Armenians fled to America. Many of them settled in 
California. There are also large Armenian communities in New York, Boston and 
Paris. 


To this day, Turkish authorities refuse to accept responsibility for the 
massacres which the Armenian refugees accuse them of perpetrating. The Turks 
also refuse to accept that they were responsible for the creation of an Armenian 
diaspora. This denial of realities which are supported by strong evidence is 
one of the factors keeping the Armenian hatred alive. 


Like other expatriate groups Armenians are clustered around organizations which 
have various demands. The least common demand of these organizations is the 
public recognition of the Armenian genocide by Ankara. Some organizations go 
even further and demand an Armenian republic on the traditional Armenian 
homeland. Armenia is 4 plateau which was inhabited by Armenians as far back as 
6000 B.C. and which presently is divided among Iran, Turkey and the Soviet 
Union. Other organizations demand reparations from Turkey while still others 
declare that their goal is revenge and that they will continue to attack Turkish 
diplomats and all those who collaborate with them. 


The ARF is the largest organization in the Armenian diaspora. This party is the 
leading representative organization of the Armenian people. Many of its members 
are displeased with terrorist acts, and they expressed their dismay recently at 
a congress held in Lausanne. 
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The Armenian community of Turkey, estimated at around 50,000, also lives in 
fear. They fear that they may be subjected to pressures if the terrorist 
activities continue. The present Turkish government protects the Armenians’ 
religious freedoms, and numerous Armenians have been brought to high-level 
government positions. 


It is believed that currently there are 10 to 12 Armenian’ terrorist 
organizations. One of these is the Armenian Secret Army for the Liberation of 
Armenia |ASALA]. This is a communist-oriented organization, and its specialty 
is bomb attacks. 


Tnere is also another terrorist organization known as the Justice Commandos of 
the Armenian Genocide (JCAG]. This organization specializes in assassination. 


Another group which calls itself "Armenian Revolutionary Army" claimed 


responsibility for the Lisbon attack. All these groups demand the establishment 


According to sources specializing in counterterrorism, these sources have no 
Sympathy for each other, but so far their dislike of each other has remained 
restricted to polemics. 

ye «6instance, during the Lebanese civil war ASALA sided with the Moslems while 
the JCAG supported the Christians. 


s 

? 
c? 
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Not much information is available about the organizational structure of the 
Armenian terrorist groups because they operate on a "cell system." In other 
words, each member of the organization is completely self-sufficient and knows 
only as much as is necessary to stage an attack. The members generally do not 
anow the identity of their leader. 


specialist on Armenian affairs. According to the same expert, ASALA claims to 
have 200 members, “but since everything is exaggerated in this business, they 
are probably composed of six active groups and a coordinating authority." 


ASALA's leader is known as Hagop Hagopian. "Obviously, a nom de guerre", says a 


gefore the invasion of Lebanon by Israeli forces ASALA was based in Beirut and 

lose ties to the Palestine Liberation Organization. ASALA left the 

se capital together with the Palestinian guerrillas. According to Turkish 

ports, this organization is now based in Cyprus. Greek Cypriots have refutud 
c 


According to French intelligence sources, ASALA is being used by the Soviets to 
create instability in Turkey. The primary reason for this strategy is the 
presence of U.S. bases on the Turkish-Soviet border. Virtually all these bases 
are located in historical Armenia. 


On the other hand, however, according to an American source, solid information 
about ASALA is so limited that "it would be unsubstantial to conclude that 
Armenian terrorism is part of a Soviet plot." 
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


BACKGROUND, ACTIVITIES OF ARMENIAN ORGANIZATIONS EXPLORED 
Cairo AL-MUSAWWAR in Arabic No 3070, 12 Aug 83 pp 20-21 


[Article by Layla al-Qaysi: "Story of the Armenians That Menaces the Capitals 
of Europe”) 


[Text] In the midst of the violence in which we are now living, many say 
that those concerned with the issue have no alternative to using violence 

in order to bring the issue to the attention of world public opinion. On 

the other hand, we find ourselves wondering why the viclence is directed 
against innocent people and against those who are not involved in this issue. 


The Armenian issue which the world began to hear about in 1975 when the 
revolutionary organizations were founded is not a simple issue. Some 70 years 
have now passed since it first arose, and most of these years went by in 
Silence. Moreover, the land of Armenia was divided up among three countries-- 
the Soviet Union, Turkey, and Iran. 


Three million Armenians lived in the Soviet Republic of Armenia. Some 4 
million others live elsewhere in the world. 


For example, the latest figures indicate that there are 20,000 Armenians in 
Egypt, 200,000 in Lebanun, 100,000 in Syria, and 220,000 in Iran, the most 
important concentration of Armenians in the Middle East, which some estimate 
at about 500,000. 


There are 100,000 in Canada, 600,000 in the United States, and 50,000 in 
Latin America. Thousands of Armenians reside in Eurone, mostly in France-- 
350,000. 


The Armenian probiem began in 1890 when a series of distressing events was 
set in motion between the Armenians and Turks in Turkey. They reached a 
peak in 1915 when what the Armentans describe as planned events and as the 
first large-scale massacre of the 20th century. However, the Turks consider 
this view a distortion of history and describe it as merely events! 


Armenia is a mountainous region in northwestern Asia near the Caucasus 
situated between Turkey, the Soviet Union, and Iran. The Armenian people 
came into being in the 7th century B.C. The Ottomans ruled Armenia at the 
end of the 14th century. 














In 1918, the Armenians demanded an independent republic and the West acknow- 
ledged that in the Treaty of Sevres in 1920. But the struggle between them 
and the Turks resumed while the Soviets invaded the Caucasus. In 1936, the 
Soviet Republic of Armenia was formed with a population of 29,000 in the 
area and capital Yerevan. It is the smallest of the Soviet republics in size 
but not in population density. It now numbers 3 million persons. 


Parties and Organizations and the Generation of Despair 


The Armenians always formed parties but their revolutionary organizations were 
not created until the last 10 years and became active in 1975. The most 
important of these organizations are the Secret Army for the Liberation of 
Armenia and the Commando Organization to Achieve Justice for the Armenians. 

The former is called ASALA for short (it is an acronym formed from the initials 
of its name in French). The two organizations carry out the main Armenian 
secret activities chiefly against the Ankara government, and they naturally 

are hostile to Turkey's friends as well. 


ASALA regards itself as independent of all the other organizations. Its 
proclaimed goal is to work for the liberation of Armenia and establish an 
independent state on revolutionary and anti-imperialist principles. Its 
headquarters were in Beirut until the summer of 1982 when the Israelis invaded 
Lebanon. 


The Commando Organization is violent. It seeks from Turkey only a denunciation 
of the 1915 massacre and the beginning of talks on restoration of the Armenians 
land. 


According to American sources, the Commandos have a Western orientation. They 
are tied to what is called the Armenian Revolutionary Union, which the United 
States supports in its cold war against the Eastern camp. Therefore, the 
Commandos obtain support from Armenians scattered about the Western world. 
Then there is an organization called ARA and a new group that calls itself 

the Orly Group--from the Orly Airport in France--after one of its members died 
there without completing the bombing operation. 


Many Victims 


During the last 10 years the activities of these organizations led to the 
death of 34 Turks, including 23 diplomats in different parts of the world. 
Among the victims were four Turkish ambassadors: the ambassador to France 
in October 1975, the ambassador to Vienna also in 1975, the ambassador to 
the Vatican in June 1977, and the ambassador to Belgrade in March 1983. 


The Armenian organizations that carry out armed operations are said to rely 
on Armenian youths called the "generation of despair". Hence, they do not 
hesitate to mount suicidal operations like the recent attack on the Turkish 
embassy in Lisbon, where the Armenians blew themselves up when their mission 
failed, and like the attack on the Ankara airport in August 1982. 














While these organizations have essentially the same goal, they differ sharply 
with respect to the methods they use. The Armenian Dashnak Party and the 
Armenian National Movement led by Ara Turanian condemn the operations directed 
against non-Turkish targets. 


On the other hand, we find that ASALA and its offshoot the Orly Group have 
recently been concentrating on non-Turkish targets. They carry out operations 
in a number cf European countries and in France itself. They threaten to 
strike at French interests in revenge for the French security authorities 
arresting some members of the organizations. In fact, the Orly Group recently 
threatened to attack the French embassy in Tehran with rockets. 


France takes these threats seriously, especially after the four attacks on 
French interests that recently tock place in Tehran. However, France's posi- 
tion with regard to the Armenian issue and Turkey on this subject is another 
matter. It does not agree, in effect, with the Armenian organization's 
choosing France as a field for their special operations lately. 


The last Armenian operations in Europe appear to have been coordinated and 
complementary. They began with the murder of a Turkish diplomat in Brussels. 
It was said that France found him and sent him to Bruxelles. In London, 

a bombing attempt was thwarted. A member of ASALA was captured and sentenced 
to % years in prison for carrying a weapon without a license. He was charged 
with preparing to kill a Turkish diplomat in London. It is a sentence the 
Armenians consider rigid. However, the most important incident was the one at 
the Orly Airport which killed 8 persons and wounded 55, including 31 in 
critical condition because of severe burns. 


This incident enraged French public opinion at the same time that the 
neighboring and other countries like Turkey stated clearly that the events 
give expression to their fears which they previously expressed to the French 
Government because it goes easy on the Armenians and considers its land an 
open refuge for everyone. The French authorities are looking for Sunir Nayir 
who is said to be the chief explosives maker in ASALA. He is a Turkish 
citizen who came to France in 1980 from Jerusalem! He obtained certification 
as a refugee in France. Orly was followed by the Turkish embassy incident 

in Lisbon. 


However, the French security authorities think they achieved great success 
in capturing someone whom they believed to be the chief culprit in the 

Orly airport episode when a booby-trapped bag exploded in front of the 
Turkish Airline office as the passengers were preparing to board a plane. 
The police seized Varuzhan Garabedian (age 29), a Syrian of Armenian origin. 


The investigation was successful in obtaining Garabedian's confession, but 

he soon repudiated it. His lawyers said he offered it only to protect the 
Armenian community in France and to secure the release of the remaining Armeni- 
ans who were imprisoned with him (56 persons). 


Despite the repudiation of the confession, the French police are convinced 
that Garabedian is in charge of the military wing of ASALA and that he intend- 
ed to blow up the bag (which he asked one of the passengers to bring to a 

















friend in Turkey for 500 francs) in the air to wreck the plane with all its 
passengers because it was to carry three Turkish diplomats and some Turkish 
intelligence agents. 


Hagopian, the Leader of ASALA 


On the other hand, it was said that Hagop Hagopian, believed to be the leader 
of ASALA, is also in France. It was claimed that he died in the collapse 

of a building in Beirut and was given a funeral in that city. However, French 
security authorities are convinced they have documented his entry into their 
country. "Hagopian"” whose name is borrowed from a well-known Armenian-Leban- 
ese family had close relations with the Palestinian resistance. 


The Western press in general has grown accustomed to applying the terms 
terrorism and terrorists to Armenian and similar organizations. But are they 
really terrorists or are they revolutionaries? 


Violence and Injustice and the Cause 


It is difficult for us to apply the term terrorism to those who defend the 
cause of their land and their history. At the same time we cannot accept 
violence, any violence, as being a patriotic war. In this connection, Jean- 
Marc Turanian, the spokesman for the Armenian National Movement, condemned 
the Orly operation, saying it reflected a strategy of despair. (Sibur 
Humnunian), secretary general of the Armenian Socialist Party, also condemns 
the "sin" of blind violence and the killing of innocent people. At the 

same time, however, he points out that almost every liberation movement in 
the world used violence at some stage in its strugg’:. The best way to pre- 
vent this violence, he adds, is to remove the injustice oppressing a people 
because injustice is in itself a violent policy. The Dashnak Party aims 
basically at obtaining United Nations’ acknowledgement of the Armenian 
massacre that occurred at the beginning of this century. After that it will 
seek the unification of Armenia, including Soviet Armenia! 


Some fear the turning of the operations of the Armenian organizations to 
pure violence would benefit other powers. That may be what the Second 
International Armenian Congress recently held in Lausanne, Switzerland, 
discussed. It may have proposed going beyond the disputes among Armenians 
and searching for a third way between the negativism of the traditional 
parties and the zeal of the armed groups. 


Finally, one wonders what is France's attitude toward the cause of the Armenians 
and their activities which disturb the French people? The problem arose between 
France and the Armenians after the Armenian organizations departed from 

Beirut and scattered in a number of countries like Greece, Cyprus, Libya, 

Iran, Syria as well as France, which ASALA appears to have taken as its head- 
quarters for armed operations in Europe. While the French press is filled 

with disapproval of Armenian violence and the killing of innocent people and 
using France as an arena, no one has raised his voice to deny that the Armeni- 
ans have a case. They strongly urge that the probiem be solved by the United 
Nations. This position reflects the official French position which calls for 
the international organization to denounce the massacres that occurred at the 
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beginning of the century. This position does not please Turkey at all, 
which says it is a distortion of history. At the same time, the Armenians 
demand that France take a tougher stand vis-a-vis Turkey. 


Some may wonder why they are concentrating on France. Is it because France 
uSually does not close its doors to refugees or because it has the largest 
Armenian colony in Europe or because it is a matter of settling accounts with 
other powers who are not completely satisfied with French policy in several 
parts of the world like Chad, Lebanon, and Iraq? 


As for the Turks, they are tremendously angry at the statements of some 

French ministers to French Armenians that favor their cause provided they 

do not use violence. One day the Turkish foreign minister commented on state- 
ments made by French Minister of Defense Charles Hernot, saying: "If he 

had not lost his mind, his remarks would have been impudent.” 


Hernot had mentioned the Armenians’ return to their land! 


But other ministers were more diplomatic. It was Foreign Affairs Minister 
Claude Cheysson who said that "France regrets that Turkey does not acknowledge 
the reality of the massacre, but it does not consider present-day Turkey 
responsible for it." 


The threats directed at France by the Armenian organizations are still real, 
but efforts are apparently under way to obtain a secret truce between the two 
sides, a truce that was agreed to before. But the Armenian organizations 
believe France violated the truce by arresting a member of ASALA. 


Be that as it may, France is in an unenviable position. On the one hand, 

it wants to restore the lost security but, on the other hand, there are 
pressures from other countries in the Western camp to be tougher against the 
emigres and against any activity by members of Armenian or other organizations. 





From right to left: Hagoo Hagopian, leader of ASALA, Ara Xrixorian 
and Henry Papazian, leaders of Armenian parties 
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


'DISSENSION WITHIN ASALA’ REPORTED BY MEDIA 
Turkish Paper Publishes ‘Text’ 
Istandul MARMARA in Armenian 8 Sep 83 p 1 


.Text| Today's issue of TERCUMAN carries the text of the letter which has been 
sent to various news agencies by a dissenting group within ASALA [Armenian 
Secret Army for the Liberation of Armenia] calling itself the ASALA 
Revolutionary Movement and which deplores ASALA activities that have hurt 
innocent people. All papers reported the letter at the time it was issued and 
wrote that divisions have begun to emerge within ASALA. Below is the text of 
the letter: 


lio individual, group or organization has the right to exploit the revolutionary 
enthusiasm and the combative spirit of the youth in the name of a revolutionary 
or liberation struggle with lies about furthering that struggle and using 
threats or terrorist tactics. 


The fascist incident at Orly on 14 July 1983 has shown how certain people in 
ASALA exploit the Armenian revolutionary youth for their own purposes in the 
name of the Aruwenian cause. 


These individuals have until now used counterrevolutionary, fascist and gangster 
methods to pursue the Armenian cause. 


Recently, they started focusing their attacks on civilian targets in Europe and 
other countries using the pretext of anti-imperialist struggle, thus hurting 
primarily innocent people in restaurants, stores and airports. Innocent Turks 
and foreigners have lost their lives as a result of the exploitation of young 
Armenian fighters under the pretext of fighting against Turkey. 


The world public already knows all this. 


But what it knows little about, or nothing at all, is that the majority of 
ASALA's members are fully opposed to such activities. These individuals have so 
far been the victims of this gangsterism and fascist activity. The truth is 
that the atmosphere of terrorism pervading the inner echelons of _ the 
organization is so poisonous that the terrorism observed outside is enviable 
compared to the terrorism inside. 











Tnese individuals in ASALA have so far veen successful in neutralizing sincere 
revolutionaries by using lies, distortions, threats and terror directly or 
indirectly and have in the process disillusioned their sympathizers. but this 
situation could not continue. Dissent finally burst forth on lo July 1943. 


After remaining silent for one month out of concern for security, we, membere of 
ASALA determined to correct our revolutionary course, declare: 


te A state of division has existed within the ranks of ASALA since the 
incident on 15 July 1983. 


2. Those who have broken away from ASALA and who dissent against the upper 
echelons constitute the majority of the ASALA organization. 


3. Primary responsibility for the gangster-type mode of operation mentioned 
above rests with the despot and gangster called "Mujahid", more widely known for 
his activities under the names Hagop Hagopian, Minran Mihrania. and Vahran 
Vahramian. 


he We urge our people to be cautious against fascist gangsters and 
counterrevolutionaries operating in ASALA's name. We ask our people not to 
support them. 


5. We advise those who knowingly or unknowingly cooperate with or receive and 
execute instructions from Mujahid that they are working against the Armenian 
people and the principles of revolutionary struggle. As of today, all such 
collaborators will be regarded equally responsible for the events and will be 
subject to our subsequent decisions. 


6. We, members of ASALA who oppose the mode operation mentioned above, remain 
faithful to the ideas of Armenian revolutionaries and progressives. We endorse 
all revolutionary acts committed so far on behalf of ASALA and we accept that 
those acts were committed by the struggling youth on the basis of yenuine 
principles of revolutionary struggle. 


7. As of today we will issue new instructions under the name RHKevolutionary 
Movement of ASALA. 


&. This statement will be followed by others in the near future. 


Down with fascist gangsters and those who suck the biood of the Armenian people 
and the Armenian revolution. 


British Papers Comment on ‘Dissension’ 
Istanbul MARMARA in Armenian 7 Sep 83 p 1 
(Text] British papers have been publishing heretofore concealed secrets about 
the dissension phenomenon within ASALA. According to two independent news items 
published in the TIMES and the GUARDIAN, «4 group which does not endorse 


terrorist activities against innocent people has broken away from ASALA. "The 
dissenting group has expressed sharp opposition to ASALA's activities because 
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AAA ac unwisely chosen common people as targets. This has led to an armed 
revellion oy the dissidents. The dissidents have killed two central committee 
members during a meeting. ASALA fighters also shot two leading figures in the 
organization after this incident. 


"Following these developments, a new organization named Armenian Revolutionary 
Movement [AKM] was established. Ina statement issued, ARM charged ASALA with 
fascism and despotism. The statement accuses the ASALA organization of breaking 
away from the Armenian people and associating with certain Palestinian 
organizations. The statement says that ASALA collaborates with the Abu Nidal 
faction [of the PLO], that ASALA leader Hagop Hagopian is currently in Lebanon 
and that ASALA is under Libyan domination. 


"Hepresentatives of various Armenian organizations in Europe--particularly those 
of Britain and France, which initially supported ASALA--have begun issuing their 
statements through Athens in order to distract the attention of the ASALA 
leadership which was forced to leave Beirut following the Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon. The statement says that the ASALA organization has moved to Europe and 
North Africa and that ASALA criminals in Hagopian's immediate circle have thus 
found tne opportunity to move freely and to bargain with Libya." 
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EGYPT 


DETAILS OF ISLAMIC LIBERATION PARTY REPORTED 

Origins, Recruitment Methods Discussed 
Cairo AKHIR SA'AH in Arabic No 2545, 3 Aug 83 p 14 
‘Article by Sayyid ‘Abd-al-Qadir } 


|Text; The State Security Investigations Agency has apprehended the first 
religious party to be established in Egypt and to undertake underground action as 
a way to reach power. 


The party is called the Islamic Liberation Party, and its early founders were 
apprehended in 1974. At the present time 31 members of this party are being ques- 
tioned by the Supreme State Security Prosecution. And now, what is the story of 
this secret party, and who are its members? 


The leader of the secret party is a third year student in the College of Enginee- 
ring at Cairo University. The members of the party include a professor in the 
College of Science at Aswan University, a physician at the National Research Cen- 
ter and a number of students and some military men. 


Preliminary investigations established that the Egyptian party was a branch of 

a large party that was founded in Jerusalem in 1948. The founder of the party is 
al-Shaykh Taqiyy al-Din al-Nabahani. He is a Jordanian clergyman who was educated 
in al-Azhar. Al-Shaykh al-Nabahani then went back to Jerusalem to form his party, 
and he settled in Jordan. The leader of the party now is the son of this shaykh 
who died several years ago. The party is active in numerous countries of the 
world, particularly in European countries. Large chapters of this party can be 
found in Austria and in Germany. Most party members who have been apprehended [ by 
the authorities; were recruited into the party when they traveled to some 
European countries to work there during the summer months. 


In the course of the investigation members: of this secret party said that the 

aim of their party was to reestablish the Islamic Caliphate system in the world. 
They said that in those countries where they had a presence, they had chosen to 
work underground until they gain strength. They would then launch an armed 
struggle to impose their principles. They said that the party had drafted a full- 
fledged constitution in preparation for its application in any country that can 
establish the party's chosen system of government. The party would then export 
its movement to other countries in an effort to establish a state comprising the 
whole world. 
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The Leader Is an Engineeriny Student 


This beyxan when information yathered by security agencies led those ayencies to 
conclude that there were some persons engaged in activity opposed to the govern- 
ment and that this activity was being conducted in the context of a secret organi- 
zation based on the principles and ideas of the Islamic Liberation Party. It was 
in 1974 that 70 members of this party were apprehended. 


Subsequent information indicated that supporters of this party, who could be coun- 
ted on the fingers of one hand, began to grow until there were about 30 members. 
Information also indicated that new members were being recruited, especially 

young people. The matter was presented to Counselor Raja'i al-'Arabi, public 
attorney tor the Supreme State Security Prosecution. He gave the green light, and 
members of the organization were apprehended lest there be more victims. Maj Gen 
ilasan Abu Basha immediately issued warrants for the arrest of the members of the 
secret party. 


The leader of the party in Egypt was identified. His name is ‘Ala‘' al-Din 
‘Abd-al-Wahab Hajjaj al-Zanati, and he is a third-year student, [a junior}, study- 
ing electrical engineering in the College of Engineering at Cairo University. 

He had enrolled in the Technical Military College in 1974, but had withdrawn from 
the college 2 years later. He went to London, and then he thought of settling 
abroad. He did in fact try to get a visa to go to the United States, but in 1981, 
he got a visa to go to Austria where he sold newspapers and distributed advertise- 
ments. However, he failed to complete his education there. It was in Austria that 
he made the acquaintance of a man called Salah Hasan who had emigrated to Austria 
25 years earlier. He began to frequent the religious study groups that Salah 

Hasan hosted in his home or in one of the mosques. ‘fter that he was recruited 
into the party and sent to Egypt to form the nucleus of the party in Egypt where 
he was charged to rally young people around his ideas. 


When he was being questioned by the prosecution ‘Ala' al-Zanati said that he had 
received from one Salah Hasan the sum of 300 dollars when he was making prepara- 
tions to return to Egypt. This money was to be spent on the party's aims. 
Al-Zanati said that Salah Hasan promised he would send him other checks later. 


The Party's Constitution: 183 Articles 


The State Security Investigations Agency said in ‘Ala’ al-Zanati's residence a 
number of books and publications bearing the logo and the name of the islamic 
Liberation Party. [Officials] also seized a full-fledged constitution of the prin- 
ciples of the state the party is planning to establish. This constitution, which 
comprises the organization of the state, has 183 articles that deal with organi- 
zing the state's and the caliph's authorities and with the operating methods for 
financial and economic transactions in the state that the party intends to estab- 
igh. 


In addition to ‘Ala' al-Zanati, 30 other defendants are being questioned at the 
present time. Chief among those is Ahmad Amr Allah, an assistant professor in 
the College of Science at Aswan University. He was the first party member ‘Ala’ 
got to know when he began studying the language in Austria. It was Ahmad Amr 
Allah who brought ‘Ala’ al-Zanati and Salah Hasan together. [Other party members 
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who are being investigated include; Dr Safwat Abu al-Hadid of the National 
Research Center; Safa ‘Abd-al-Hamid ‘Urabi, a physician at Zifta Hospital in 
al-Gharbiyyah Governorate; and Salah ‘Atiyyah al-Shirbini, a pharmacist in 
al-Mahallah. 


These investigations are being conducted under the supervision of Counselor 
Raja'i ‘Atiyyah, the public attorney for the State Supreme Security Prosecution; 
of '‘Abd-al-Majid Mahmud, director of the State Security Prosecution; and of Yusuf 
'Abd-al-Halim, Hisham Hammudah and Husni Hammudah, prosecuting attorneys. 


Principles of the Secret Party 


The ideas of the secret party became known from the publications and books that 
were seized with the defendants themselves. The aim of the principles set down by 
al-Shaykh Taqiyy al-Din al-Banahani, the founder of the party who was educated in 
al-Azhar and taught at the College of Science in Amman, Jordan, is to establish 
one Islamic state in all the countries of the world. Accordingly, the aim of the 
party is to restore the one caliphate system since it is, according to al-Shaykh 
al-Banahani, the only suitable system of government. 


Since every country in the world now is a "dar kufr," [that is}, a godless 
country, an Islamic state must be established to wipe out this godlessness. From 
the party's point of view, a godless country is one that does not enforce the 
rules of Islamic law mentioned in the Koran, in the Prophet's Tradition and in 
the consensus of legal authorities. Members of the party do not recognize any 
other sources for legislation such as analogy, common law, expediency, and 
argument inferred from the body of Muslim Law. 


Members of this party differ from those of al-Takfir wa al-Hijrah [Renunciation 
and Kepudiation; Society in their renunciation of others’ ‘odlessness. They 
believe that although a country may be godless, its people may not necessarily 
godless. A country is godless because it does not apply the rules of Islamic law. 
Its people, however, would belong to the Islamic community. Members of this party 
also think that there may be an Islamic country whose people are godless. In 
other words, there may be a country whose government applies Islamic law but 
whose people are godless because they do not abide by the law. 


That is, as they see it, a country is not an Islamic country unless it has a 
government that enforces Islamic iaw and people who abide by that law. People 
must be instructed in the precepts of that law, and they must believe those pre- 
cepts without question or rationalization. Consequently, [members of this party 
think that; all existing regimes in all Islamic and other countries are godless 
regimes that do not apply the rules of Islamic law. 


In order to turn these ideas into action, members of the party have been taking 

several steps. The first step they take begins with an attempt to publicize the 

party's ideas in books that are printed by the party. Study groups are also held 
for the party in which the party's ideas are taught to recruits in the party so 

they can become convinced of these ideas. 


A period called a period of intellectual struggle with various other tendencies 
and Islamic ideas begins after that. This struggle materializes by having party 
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members present at places where gatherings take place. When an idea is presented, 
party members would present their own opinions, and they would try to attract 

new supporters to those ideas. After that, they would try to recruit those suppor- 
ters into the party. 


According to plans made for the party in every country where it operates, after 
a suitable number of supporters are recruited, the process of assigning tasks to 
those supporters begins. In Egypt these assignments consist of recruiting new 
members to the party. The last stage after that is that of actual confrontation 
to establish an Islamic state. 


As ‘Ala' al-Zanati, the leader of the party in Egypt said when he was questioned 
by the prosecution, "There is no specific place for the establishment of this 
state, but it must be established where there is a broad enough base to allow the 
resumption of Islamic life through the ideas of the party. Such a place would 

be appropriate for the establishment of an Islamic state by declaring allegiance 
to a caliph. From such a place and through that caliph to whom people would 
pledge their allegiance, the word would be spread and taken to various countries 
by means of the armed struggle." 


When asked by ‘Abd-al-Majid Mahmud, deputy district attorney for state security, 
about the nature of this armed struggle, ‘Ala' said during the investigation, 
‘When the Islamic state is established under a caliph who will have the alle- 
ziance of the people according to the rules of Islamic succession, that state 
would begin forming an army whose function will be to oppose the armies of other 
godless systems, bring about their overthrow and put Islamic rules into action." 


A List of the Names of Defendants in the Islamic Liveration Party Who Are Being 
Investiyated 


1. Ahmad ‘Abd-al-Zahir ‘Ali Jazar 

2. Islam 'Abd-al-Fattah Abu Dawmah 

3. Usamah al-Muhammadi Abu al-Majd ‘Amir 
G4. Ibrahim Muhammad ‘Afifi 

5. Ahmad Wajdi ‘Azmi Abu Sharifah 

6. Ahmad Hasan Amr-Allah Ahmad 

7. Ahmad ‘Abd-al-'Aziz Khalil 

&. Bilal ‘Abd-al-Fattah Dawmah 

9. Hasan Mustafa Naja 


_—=s 
~ 
~~ 


- Rajab Muhammad ‘'Abd-al-Ghani 

Safa ‘Abd-al-Hamid ‘Urabi 

12. Safwat Abu al-Hadid Husayn 

Salah ‘Atiyah Muhammad al-Shirbini 

Husayn Salah al-Miliji 

Tal'at Mahmud ‘Ali Ziyadah 

16. Tariq Rizq Muhammad al-Nashar 

17. ‘Abd-al-Rahim Shawqi 

18. ‘'Abd-al-Salam Nasr Ahmad al-Badrawi 

19. ‘Imad al-Din Ahmad Muhammad al-Ramadi 

20. ‘Ala’ al-Din ‘Abd-al-Wahab Hajjaj al-Zanati 
21. Fawzi ‘Ali Mansur 

22. Fathi Mahmud Ziyadah 

23. Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Karim Mustafa Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Nabi 


-_—- 
— 
. * 
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24. Muhammad ‘Adil ‘Abd-al-Zahir ‘Ali Jazar 

25. Muhammad Muhammad al-Sharqawi 

26. Mustafa Yusuf al-Sadiq Mutwalli 

27. Muhammad al-Muhammadi Abu al-Majd ‘Amir 

28. ‘Ala’ al-Din ‘Abd-al-Mun'im Hasan 

29. Mahmud Isma‘il ‘Abd-al-Qadir 

30. Muhammad Husayn ‘Abd-al-Rahman Zayn al-'Abidin 

31. Muhammad Badr al-Din ‘Abd-al-Fattah ‘Abd-al-Mutallib 
32. Muhammad Mustafa Tawakkul Mustafa 

33. Yahya Hasan Yusuf 


History of Party in Egypt 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 183, 13-19 Aug 83 p 5 
(Article } 


(Text; An official announcement was made in Cairo a few days ago that a group 

of members of the Islamic Liberation Party had been apprehended. This was not 

the first time that the name, the Islamic Liberation Party, was mentioned in 
Egypt. This party has been known ir Egypt ever since its name was associated with 
the well-known incident at the Miiitary Technical College on 18 April 1974. What 
is the story of this party, and where does it stand among Islamic groups that 
have become widespread on the political scene in Egypt in past years? 


The Islamic Liberation Party is one of the most mysterious groups operating in 
the Islamic field. Most documents pertaining to this party are unknown, and scho- 
lars have almost no interest in them. This situation is unlike that of the Muslim 
Brothers Group, for example, about which hundreds of books and academic disser- 
tations have been written and published. In fact, no specific information about 
the history of the party is known, although it is thought that the party was 
founded late in the forties in Jordan and that its founder was al-Shaykh Taqiyy 
al-Din al-Nabahani. From Jordan the party spread into some countries of the Arab 
East, particularly Syria and Iraq, and into some other Islamic countries like 
Pakistan. 


However, it was the strong presence of the Muslim Brothers in Egypt that pre- 
cluded the expansion of the Islamic Liberation Party's activities into Egypt. 
Muslim Brothers adopted a hard-line position toward that party for two reasons. 
First, Muslim Brothers considered their group to be the only representative of 
the proper Islamic trend. Second, the Muslim Brothers had reservations about the 
phenomenon of political parties in general, and they refused all kinds of par- 
ties. According to statements made by al-Shaykh Hasan al-Banna, “Each party has 
an agenda set by its members. The Muslim Brothers, however, have an agenda that 
is rightly derived from the Koran and the tradition of the prophet, may God bless 
him and grant him salvation. This agenda does not change when circumstances and 
individuals change. The programs of a party, however, can be changed and altered. 
In addition, power is one of the most important objectives of parties. The Muslim 
Brothers, however, do not seek power itself. They are not interested in who 
rules, but they are extremely concerned about the rules of government." 


It is thought likely that the Islamic Liberation Party has remained behind the 








ecenes vecause it has not been able to confront the Muslim Brothers who stole the , 
spotligne from all Islamic movements, including the Islamic Liberation Party. 


The basic idea on which the party was founded is that of liberating the Islamic 
world from colonialism and establishing one Islamic state. In other words, the 
party's message consists of two parts: liberation and unification. But a few 
years after the party was founded, the Arab National Movement emerged to fight 
colonialism. At the same time, the Muslim Brothers Group attracted the vast 
majority of those who believe in the idea of Islamic unity. That was the reason 
for the crisis which the Islamic Liberation Party suffered from. This crisis may 
be summarized in the loss experienced by the party of a distinctive intellectual 
baSis that is necessary to attract supporters. After all but a few Islamic 
countries were liberated from colonialism, liberation from colonialism was no 
longer a suitable message on which the party's activities could be based. Because 
the Muslim Brothers Group, which had led the call for Islamic unification, had 
necome w despread, the Islamic Liberation Party was not able to use this appeal 
as the basis for its movement. Therefore, it ended up becoming something closer 
to 4a personality cult, a party formed around the character of its leader. 
Al-Shayxh al-Nabahani became the leader of the party and its spokesman. However, 
the party stood out by its unequiovcal declaration that the use of armed force 
would ve one of the means by which it would achieve its objectives. At the 
present time the party's branch in Syria is considered the strongest branch, 
although its strength follows that of the Muslim Brothers. 


The Islamic Liberation Party did not exist in Egypt throughout the fifties and 
the sixties during the vehement struggle [that took place} between ‘Abd-al-Nasir 
and the Muslim Brothers. The name of that party was mentioned for the first time 
fh commection with the incident that took place at “he Military Technical Colleye 
on 14 Aoril 1974. The Egyptian Ministry of the Interior issued a statement about 
tois incident which included a clear reference to the relationship between Salih 
ariyan's group, which led the operation, and the Islamic Liberation Party. Never- 
theless, there were contradictions in the assumptions that security agencies made 
bout this matter. Reports prepared by some of these agencies also mentioned the 
name ot al-Takfir wa al-Hijran Society [the Society of Renunciation and Repudia- 
tion,. Other reports alleged that this group had close ties with the intelligence 
organization of an Arab country and that its leader had visited that Arab country 
a tew days before the incident at the Military Technical College. Members of this 
group, however, called themselves the Muslim Society. It was later léarned that 
they did in fact have close ties with the Islamic Liberation Party. But it was 
not confirmed that the Islamic Liberation Party had a branch in Egypt until 
recently; the confirmation came during the ewents of September 1981. The campaign 
that was launched against Islamic societies at that time included one that was 
called the Islamic Liberation Organization. The Office of Religious Activities in 
the Ministry of the Interior confirmed that this organization was one of the 
societies formed as a branch of the Islamic Liberation Party in Egypt. 


[t seems that since then Egyptian authorities have been trying to uncover the 
remaining groups of thet branch. Last 22 July Egyptian authorities ennounced that 
another group had been arrested. Of that group eight members were not Ey,yptians. 
Nevertheless, the Egyptian branch of the Islamic Liberation Party remains one of 
the weakest and the least widespread Islamic movements in Egypt. But it is also 
the most mysterious and the one that raises most questions. 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


CAMP LIFE IN SAN'A’ DESCRIBED 
London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 15 Aug 83 p 3 


[Article by ‘Abd-al-Wahhab al-Mu'ayyid: "A Picture of the Lives of Fighters 
Shows the Determination To Realize the Palestinian Goal."] 


[Text] The Palestinian camp in San‘a’ was given the name Sabra after the 
massacres of Sabra and Shatilla in which hundreds of Palestinians were killed 
following the withdrawal. The camp is located 40 kilometers south of the 
capital, San‘a‘. When we decided to write about this camp as one of the 
Palestinian camps in Arab countries, among which is Yemen, it was necessary 
to visit the camp to allow AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT to give a true picture on the 
basis of reality and first-hand observation. At the entry gate was the office 
of the Palestine Liberation Organization in San‘a’, and the idea of our visit 
was welcomed at the office by Mr Hikmat Zayd, its director, whose name has 
been associated with the office in San‘a’ for years. He did not hesitate to 
set a date and we went to the camp. 


At the camp's main entrance there were several Palestinian soldiers, one of 
whom signaled us to stop so that he could establish our identity and intention 
and then get us permission to enter. The camp is a place of constant movement, 
like a beehive. There were soldiers going through certain drills, and officers 
training others on the use of certain arms. Sounds of radio signals were mixed 
with the sounds of the camp's radio broadcasting statements and instructions 
and repeating stirring poems and nationalistic songs. Facing the entrance 

were placards on which different phrases were written, while others carried 
pictures of the Yemeni head of state, Colonel ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih, and the 
Palestinian leader, Abu-‘Ammar, as well as pictures of Palestinian martyrs. 
Greenery has become a distinctive mark of the camp, in which flowers and differ- 
ent trees are planted, watered with hoses by a few soldiers. 


As soon as the car stopped at the gate, one of the camp's largest police dogs 
moved towards us as if he was suspicious and the driver screamed at me to 
close the window in protection against the dog. Before long an officer came 
to welcome us and escorted us directly to the office of Lieutenant Colonel 
Abu-Hamid, the camp's commander. 


Lieutenant Coionel Abu-Hamid is about 50 years old and his dominant qualities 
are seriousness and firmness of opinion. He is a member of the Fatah Organiza- 
tion's Military Council and the Palestine National Council. Abu-Hamid said 








that he had been waiting for us after he received a telegram from the 
o’yanization's office, and that he admired the newspaper AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 

an the magazine AL-MAJALLAH which he followed continuously, and that he 
admired what the two published about the Palestinian revolution in terms of 
news, investigative reports and interviews with its leaders. He added, "I 
would like to spend some time with you to talk about any points that you may 
raise, after which you may visit the camp and ask any questions you wish of 

the officers and soldiers. Take pictures of anything you want, because we are 
as clear and open to the Arab press which serves the cause of the Arab nation, 
and we are clear and open to all people, as our cause, opinions and orientation 


are." 


I began the discussion with the camp commander by asking him to tell us about 
the establishment of the camp. He said, "As you know, the camp was established 
on 7 September 1982, and naturally we built the camp from scratch by way of 
erecting tents for all the offices, barracks and other facilities as a start. 
Here I would like to mention the role of the army engineers in the Yemeni armed 
forces who facilitated everything for us. We then began a project to replace 
the tents with permanent buildings so we brought some prefabricated structures 
and we are now in the process of erecting additional buildings which would 
incorporate army barracks, camp offices, warehouses, auto repair shops, a mosque, 
kitchens and mess halls. All of these are included in one single project which 
will be carried out by the Saudi company al-Zamil. 


[Question] What about the situation regarding the officers and soldiers who 
are present in the camp and the families who came here with this group of 
Palestinian revolutionary forces? 


[Answer] As far as conditions in the camp, from the point of view of the 
standard of living, there are kitchens which serve three decent meals a day 
and, as | indicated, special buildings and tents are available to all members 
of the camp for sleep and rest with all the necessary amenities for officers 
and soldiers alike. For recreation we have rooms for showing movie and video 
films that deal naturally with selected historical, military and social topics. 
In addition to these, there are rooms and fields for sport activities which 
are being upgraded and enlarged. The morale guidance department in the camp 
provides a collection of newspapers, books and magazines for reading, in 
addition to what it transmits via the camps own radio. Regarding families 

who came here, many of them came with us, and some are families and children 
of fighters who were already in the camp. However, the number of families has 
doubled since we came because many fighters came without their families, who 
joined them later. A few of the fighters had to return because it was diffi- 
cult for their families to come, especially those who were in the occupied 
territory. Although we had provided adequate prefabricated housing for the 
families, nevertheless, their number multiplied and we were obliged to rent 
buildings for them in the capital, San‘a’. They enjoy a good life there, 
meeting from time to time with their relatives among the fighters. All of 

the fighters’ sons and daughters are enrolled in Yemeni schools at various 
levels, and they are provided with bus transportation to and from the schools. 
[In this instance, the Yemeni armed forces provided us with a lot of help and 
assistance. 
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[Question] We witnessed, as we entered the camp's gate, weapons training 
being carried out by the fighters in this camp. Is it possible to hear from 
the camp's commander some details regarding training programs in the Sabra 
Camp? 


[Answer] Permit me first to explain that the fighters who came here do not 
belong to a single unit. This necessitated a complete reorganization of the 
forces here in accordance with the instructions of the Higher Military Council 
of the Palestinian revolutionary forces. Following the exodus from Beirut, 
this was a must in terms of unifying these programs in order to obtain the 
maximum gains from the war which our forces fought against the Israeli enemy, 
from the weapons which we acquired during the war, and the methods which we 
utilized. The Higher Military Council's directives call for the reorganiza- 
tion of these forces as well as rearming and training them. The training and 
structuring process is going well and much better than we had expected. The 
Yemeni armed forces were prepared for this from the first day. They opened 
the gates of training camps, schools and military colleges to an unlimited 
number of our fighters. In them are a large number of officers, noncommission- 
ed officers, and soldiers from among our fighters who attend training and 
study courses in various fields. A few of them have graduated and are now 
performing their duties in the camp. The reorganization and training process, 
as you know, is difficult and requires a long period of time, especially when 
we have just come out of war. The training and organization process is based 
on three main principles: 


1. Restoration of complete military discipline 


2. Political indoctrination of our forces within the framework of the Pales- 
tinian National Charter and in accordance with the directives issued by the 
‘entral office of political authorization which is located in Tunis. 


3. Improvement of physical capabilities by focusing on physical education 
in its various aspects and by organizing marching drills as well as arms 
training. 


[Question] Are there communications between your camp here and the Palestinian 
camp in Aden? If so, what kind are they? 


[Answer] A few limited vists have taken place between the two camps in the 

two parts of Yemen, and we are trying to organize the communication process 

via cultural seminars with the camps in San‘a’, Aden and Sudan because these 
three camps are regarded as one group. 


[Question] Has the number of Palestinian fighters been fixed either by the 
organization or by these countries or some of them? 


[Answer] As far as I'm concerned, with regard to the number which came to 
Yemen, the Yemeni leadersnip has not fixed any number and has left the task 
of fixing it up to the Palestinian forces. 


[Question] We would like to hear from you a description of health conditions 
in the camp. 


NO 
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[Answer] We have a medical team made up of various specializations which 
came from Lebanon. It is divided into two groups, one of which works with us 
here in the camp in a well-equipped clinic which is supplied with all the 
essential equipment and medications. The other group is working on building 
a small hospital in the Palestinian family residential complex in San‘a’. 
This hospital will be called the Jerusalem Hospital. We had physicians and 
pharmacists in excess of our need, so we sent them to work at the Yemeni 
Ministry of Health. 


[Question] What is your opinion about the discord [within the PI“). 


[Answer] We termed it a phenomenon, not a discord, because discord mars the 
battle. The process of reform has begun in the ranks of -ne revolution by 
studying the battle that we fought in Beirut in terms ¢_ the structural 
framework in order to come away with useful lessons t. be used in the future. 
The Military Council formed a committee headed by P igadier General Abu-al- 
Hakam, head of the Revolutionary Tribunal to inve cigate cases of incompetence. 
The investigation of the committee is not yet c- aplete and so far 13,000 

pages have been recorded. Therefore, the disc rd was not for the purpose of 
reform at all, but, rather, for purposes whi an did not help the Palestinian 
revolution in any way. The utilization of -he investigation of incompetence in 
order to justify this discord is a proble. that is obvious to everyone and 
contradicts discipline and commitment t the revolution, especially since 

it reached the stage of armed rebelli-.1. Indeed it would have given a leader 
of any group the right to do the sar- thing and the forces of the Palestinian 
Revolution would become involved i. battles against one another. This is an 
incredible thing. 


Following this interview with Colonel Abu-Hamid, we bade him farewell and left 
his office to tour the camp, accompanied by the leader of al-Sa'’iqah forces, 
who showed us the storehouses, camps and depots AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT's camera 
was clicking all this time. 


At the office of al-Sa'iqah’s commander, we met with a number of fighters who 
talked to us in high spirits and with much enthusiasm, all of them repeating 
one phrase, the essence of which is: “Everything here is plentiful and is 

as good as can be desired. Our only problem is that we are far from the 
battlefield and from the fedayeen operations which members of the suicide 
unit used to undertake from time to time. We will be, with the help of God, 
the Almighty, on the road to it, for all roads lead to Palestine, and ail 
camps are for Palestine.” 
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SYRIA 


SYRIA'S ECONOMY SURVIVES DESPITE WAR COSTS 
London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 25 July 83 p 7 


{Article: "Economic Collapse in Syria Unlikely, Despite Huge Share Of Budget 
For Military Spending. "] 


[Text] To the outside world, Syria presents an image of inflexibility because 
of its opposition to Israel concerning the withdrawal of its forces from 
Lebanon. However, there is a domestic cost which the country must pay. 


The Syrian economy is staggering and groaning under the pressure of the 
enormous military spending which accompanies Syria’s stern foreign policy. 
However, informed observers of the situation say that predictions of imminent 
economic collapse are not necessarily on the mark. 


However, they add that in just about every major sector, the economic 
structure, which is mostly administered by the state, is suffering from severe 
difficulties. 


The yearly inflation rate now exceeds 25 percent. Exports have fallen, and 
Syria seems headed toward becoming an oil importer for the next few years. 


Moreover, the population, which is now 10 million, is growing at the rate of 
3.5 percent annually, while agricultural production is rising by only 
1.5 percent annually. 


Economic analysts say that efforts to reinforce food production, etc., in 
accordance with the current 5-year plan are hindered by the absence of 
incentives in an economy of which the state administers 80 percent, as well as 
by increasing bureaucracy, the increase in the size of the industrial labor 
force, and incompetence. 


However, the analysts add that the main cause is the military appropriations, 
which swallow about 60 percent of the current budget's expenditures, in 
addition to the cream of the work force. 


The official budget for the current year, which amounts to 37.6 billion Syrian 
lira (about $9.3 billion), is divided approximately into two parts: the 
current budget and the investment budget. 








The analysts say that the current budget represents real expenditures, while 
the goals of the investment budget are rarely achieved. Military spending this 
year was set at 10.7 billion Syrian lira ($2.6 billion) in the current budget. 


Analysts add that real military spending might be higher than this figure, 
because it is not clear to what extent it includes arms shipments from the 
Soviet Union. 


Visitors see quickly where the government of President Hafiz al-Asad finds it 
necessary to spend all this money. 


British-made Range Rovers, carrying military officers, fill the main roads. 
Hundreds of Soviet military trucks cross the cities and villages. Young people 
in military uniforms are seen everywhere. 


Foreign cars and other war equipment are all purchased with foreign currency. 
It seems that these purchases have helped to lower Syria's foreign currency 
reserves dangerously in the last few years. 


Official figures show that hard currency reserves, with the exception of gold, 
nad fallen to $41 million at the end of April 1982. At the end of June 1981, 
reserves were $927 million. However, reserves then rose to $115 million at the 
end of June 1982. Analysts doubt that any great improvement has occurred since 
then. 


Syria is also suffering from a fall in its exports, since they were affected to 
a large extent by the world-wide glut which occurred in three goods which are 
counted among the country’s principal exports: oil, ,hosphates and textiles. 


The latest available figures show that returns from exports in the first half 
of 1982 fell to 2.9 billion Syrian lira ($720 million) from 4.5 billion lira 
($1.1 billion) in the same period of 1981. 


At the same time, imports of foodstuffs and oil are rising, due to the increase 
in local demand. 


The deficit in Syria’s balance of trade reached approximately 5.4 billion 
Syrian lira ($1.3 billion) in the first half of 1982, as compared with 
4.6 billion lira ($1.1 billion) for last year. 


However, as the experts put it, it would not be wise to bet on the collapse of 
the Syrian economy. 


Experts add that the reason for this is that Syria is getting aid from other 
Arab countries amounting to $2 billion per year. 


Moreover, most of Syria’s principal civilian purchases abroad, such as 
aircraft, are made in the Soviet Union on very easy terms. 
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In addition to that, Syria has only a few trade-related debts to deal with. 
The country enjoys a good reputation for paying its debts on time. 





However, Syria's biggest economic asset is, to be quite accurate, its 
flourishing unofficial economy, which is reinforced in major fashion by about 
one billion dollars sent to the country every year by about 400,000 Syrians 
working abroad. 
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SYRIA 


OPPORTUNITIES FOR INCREASED SYRIAN-IRANIAN TRADE DISCUSSED 
Damascus AL~THAWRAH in Arabic 3 Aug 83 p 4 


[Text] Muhsin Nurbaksh, governor of the Iranian Central Bank, returned to 
Tehran after a visit to the Syrian Arab region during which he met with the 
prime minister, the minister of economy, the minister of oil and the gov- 
ernor of the Syrian Central Bank. 


Upon his return, Dr Nurbaksh told the SANA correspondent that his visit to 
Syria was very successful and that during his meeting with Dr ‘Abd-al-Ra'uf 
al-Kasm, he conveyed his greetings from Eng Husayn Musavi, the Iranian prime 
minister. 


During his meetings with Minister of Economy Dr Salim Yasin and Minister of 
Oil Dr ‘Abd-al-Jabbar al-Dahhak, ways and possibilities for increasing the 
volume of trade exchanges between the two countries were discussed. He 
added: "During the visit, an agreement was signed with the Syrian Central 
Bank to expand relations between the Iranian and Syrian Central Banks so 
that banking procedures between the two sides will cover the exchange of 
commodities and services." 


He said: "It was also agreed to increase the credit ceiling from $100 mil- 
lion to $200 million.” 


Within the framework of increasing trade exchanges between the two coun- 
tries, Dr Taha Bali, assistant minister of economy and foreign trade, left 
Tehran yesterday afternoon to return to Damascus. Before his departure, 
Dr Bali told the SANA correspondent that the mission for which he had come 
to Tehran last month, and which lasted until yesterday, to arrange the 
first exhibit of Syrian products in the Iranian capital, was a success. 


Discussions also included price levels and the possibility of achieving 
unified prices that would meet the aforementioned conditions, making it 
possible to be optimistic about achieving an expansion in trade exchanges 
between the two countries and the signing of new contracts. 
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SYRIA 


SEMINAR HEARS REPORT ON OIL REFINING INDUSTRY IN SYRIA 
Damascus AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 28 Jul 83 p 7 


[Article by Sa'd al-Qasim: "Seminar on the Economics of the Refining Indus- 
try”) 


[Excerpts] As you have noticed, we have not tried to cover up our mistakes 
and problems. We have presented the reality of the oil industry in our 
country as it actually is, with all its positive and negative features and 
with all the problems facing it as well. 


But we shall not slacken in the face of any of these problems and will carry 
on with the process of developing this important industry. 


With these words, Dr Nadir al-Nabulsi, assistant minister of oil and chair- 
man of the morning session of the seminar on the economics of the refining 
industry, followed the paper presented by the delegation of the Syrian Arab 
Republic delivered by Dr Kamal Karful, director of the Homs refinery. 


The truth is that the Syrian paper presented to the seminar raised the in- 
terest of most participants because of the accurate and detailed informa- 
tion it contained. Also, the country's delegation was clearly active in the 
seminar, enriching its debates with the issues it raised and with the ex- 
planations and information it presented. 


Country's First Refinery 


The lecturer began his study by discussing the history of the country's oil 
refining industry, which has accompanied economic and social development. 
He noted that the first refinery in the country, the Homs refinery, was es- 
tablished in 1958-1959 to refine Iraqi crude oil passing through Syrian 
territory in the pipelines that link the Iraqi oil fields to the city of 
Baniyas on the Syrian coast. The purpose of establishing the refinery was 
to meet the local market demand for oil products, which the country needed 
at that time. It was designed to refine 1 million tons of crude oil an- 
nually. This capacity was determined on the basis of the principle of 
striking a balance in meeting the needs of the local market for fuel and 
covering the shortage of oil by-products through imports. 














Factors of Higher Refining Costs 


After that, the lecturer went on to talk about the economic benefits of the 
refining industry, affirming that this industry does have economic advan- 
tages but sometimes faces factors that contribute to higher costs and thus 
lower returns. The most important of these factors are: 


--Nonavailability of quantitatively and qualitatively suitable crude oil 
all year round, which results in lowering the refinery's capacity to below 
the economic limit. 


--Involuntary stoppages due to the use of oil that does not meet proper 
technical specifications for the refinery's units or because of irregular 
power supply. 


--Unbalanced consumption of oil by-products, as in the case of diesel [fuel], 
the consumption of which ranges between 45 and 50 percent. 


--Absence of guaranteed permanent retail consumer markets. 


--Absence of ways and means to introduce timely improvements (advanced tech- 
nology). 


--Continued production of oil by-products, for which the refineries were 
originally designed, without efforts to create new mixing formulas and with- 
out producing new by-products that would utilize surplus by-products as an 
alternative to scarce by-products, such as produc‘ng diesel for home use. 


--Absence of companies that specialize in maintenance work, thus compelling 
each refinery to build a special maintenance facility. (It was pointed out 
during the debate that the number of maintenance workers equals one-third 

of the total refinery work force. Moreover, it came out during the sessions 
that this problem plagues all Arab refineries due to the absence of com- 
panies that specialize in maintenance, as in the case of industrialized coun- 
tries, thus compelling Arab refineries to keep a large number of employees 
for maintenance purposes.) 


--Tying up of much capital in maintenance depots by storing large amounts of 
spare parts needed for emergencies and periodic maintenance, due to the 
cumbersome purchasing process that follows established financial regula- 
tions. 


On this point, the lecturer noted that existing fiscal regulations do not 
permit the management of the refineries to obtain needed spare parts with- 
out having to go through much red tape, while large companies can acquire 
needed spare parts in a short time, sometimes not exceeding several hours, 
simply by ordering them by telex. This forces refineries to keep large 
inventories of spare parts in their depots. 


--The many services demanded of refinery management, such as transportation 
for employees throughout the entire working day and the huge financial and 
administrative apparatus to cover cumbersome regulations. 
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--Limited activities that include simple refining operations only and 
failure to produce oils, lubricants and petrochemical products, which are 
considered among the most important substances for higher returns due to 
their higher prices. 


-~-Failure to use mainly gas instead of [other] fuels in furnaces, which 
leads to higher costs, including maintenance and operating costs. 


Refining Costs Between the Two Refineries 


Then speaking about refining returns in the Homs and Baniyas refineries, 
the lecturer mentioned that "the operating budget for 1981 indicated that 
the cost of refining 1 ton at the Homs refinery amounted to 71.7 Syrian 
pounds while at the Baniyas refinery it was 116 pounds. He attributed the 
high cost at the Baniyas refinery to the delay in taking final possession 
of the refinery from the contractor, which resulted in unstable operations, 
dependence on costly foreign expertise in the early days of operations and 
a high rate of consumption because of higher refining costs compared with 
the Homs refinery. (The director of the Baniyas refinery added during the 
debate that the use of electric power generated on the premises adds to the 
costs, while the Homs refinery receives its power from the city's network, 
to which it is linked.) 


Following the presentation of the paper, the participants asked about the 
possibility of merging maintenance facilities in the Homs and Baniyas re- 
fineries to save on equipment and labor. The lecturer felt that such a 
merger would be beneficial in the presence of systems that would allow the 
proposed unified maintenance to be done quickly by granting management wide 
powers and freedom to utilize workers, to import equipment and machinery 
and to draw up maintenance programs. But in light of the systems presently 
in force, such a merger would have negative results. 
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SYRIA 


REPORT ON PROGRESS OF TARTUS ROAD, BRIDGE PROJECTS 
Damascus AL~THAWRAH in Arabic 28 Jul 83 p 7 


[Article by Haytham Yahya Muhammad: "Vital Projects Carried Out in Tartus; 
90 Million Pounds Worth of Projects Being Carried Out by the Syrian Highway 


Company" ] 


[Text] It's a work session. This is what Tartus citizens 
and visitors sense these days when they see the motor 
vehicles of the public sector companies all over the place, 
working on projects here and there. One of these companies 
is the Syrian Highway Company--Tartus construction branch-- 
which is working on a number of projects distributed over 
Tartus, Safita and al-Duraykish. To shed some light on 
these projects, in all their various aspects, from the 
starting date to the money and time required to complete 
them, to the rate of progress and delays, if any, we paid 

a visit to these projects. 


Projects Amounting to 90 Million 


Sulayman al-Khudr, director of the Tartus construction branch, says: "When 
the Tartus construction branch began operating in 1979, its projects and work 
were very simple. Now, it is tackling huge projects in the province with an 
estimated cost of about 90 million Syrian pounds. In Tartus, we are working 
on the corniche project, the city's northern approach, the project to correct 
the course of the al-Chamqah River, the chalets highway and the main Tartus- 
Safita highway. In the Safita area [we have] the Safita--al-Bath station 
highway and the Safitah--al-Duraykish highway; and in al-Duraykish, we have 
the al-Duraykish--Tartus and al-Duraykish--Wadi al-'Uyun highway. 


East Corniche Project 


The Tartus construction branch paved the east corniche highway from the city 
up to its northern approach, which is 40 meters wide with an 8-meter median 
through which runs a 4-meter wide pedestrian path for the length of the high- 
way. The company began this project on 29 December 1971 but has completed 

no more than 80 percent of it for several reasons, according to the branch 
director, including the flood canal that crosses the project and the tele- 
phone and power cables, in addition to the residences on the side and along 














the highway, bearing in mind that some of them are still standing. The 
branch director says that they had asked the Tartus municipality, which 
contracted out the project, more than once to remove these obstacles, but 
the delay in removing them has resulted in a delay in completion. "We now 
hope to complete the project this November, and I can say that, from the 
practical point of view, we are still within the time limit set for its 
completion.” The cost of this project is 17.5 million Syrian pounds. 


City’s Northern Approach Project 


The branch received the order to start this project on 23 December 1981 and 
to complete it in 540 days at a cost of 10 million pounds. This project is 
considered one of the city's most important projects. When we got to the 
construction site, work was proceeding well. Company vehicles were leveling 
the ground and doing other things; it is now 30 percent complete. When we 
asked the branch director about the reason for this, he said: "This delay 
is due to the fact that the flood canal that goes through the project stood 
in the way of its completion at first, in addition to the presence of tele- 
phone and power cables and water, all of which constituted major obstacles. 
These obstacles have been removed with the onset of the present working 
season, and we shall complete most of the project by the end of the year. 
Our plan this year is to complete work valued at 8 million pounds. 


Project To Correct and Realign the Course of al-Ghamqah River 


Al-Ghamqah River goes through the city of Tartus from the south and, in the 
wake of construction activities, it has become necessary to correct and re- 
align the course of this river. The construction branch began work on 

17 December 1981, planning to complete it within 18 months. 


Despite that, completion still stands at about 30 petcent. About the rea- 
sons for the delay, the branch director says: "We can only work when the 
water level is low, and this has created difficulties for us in the winter 
when the water level goes up. We have also faced other obstacles such as 
the sewage that pours into the river, the refuse thrown by local residents 
and the water pipes that cut through to other areas. 


East al-Ghamqah Bridge Project 


This is located along the length of the highway. The cost of the east al- 
Ghamqah bridge project is worth about 3.5 million pounds. We noticed that 
the company has not yet started work on it, and, when we asked Eng Sulayman 
about that, he said: 


We had dug out the foundations only to discover that the ground was not 
suitable for a bridge this size; so we were forced to call in experts and 
the owner of the project and had a technical discussion about the kind of 
foundations required for such ground. After lengthy discussions, the owner 
of the project was convinced of our point of view and asked us to stop work 
until a new study could be conducted. We have not received any new plans 
since the middle of last year. 
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West al-Ghamqah Bridge 


This bridge links the corniche to the chalets area. The company began work 
on it on 10 September 1981; it is to be completed within 18 months at a cost 
of 5,343,560 pounds. The delay, according to Eng Sulayman, is due to the 
fact that the metal sheets needed for the foundations (made by Krupp) are 
not available locally and had to be imported. But these sheets did not 
arrive until last March because of a delay in obtaining a letter of credit. 
The company began work right after the sheets were received and it is pro- 
ceeding well. 


Chalets Highway Project 


This is 4 kilometers long. The company began work on 11 November 1981 at 
a cost of 6 million pounds, with completion scheduled within 500 days. It 
is 90 percent complete and the only thing left is the finishing touches. 


Tartus-Safita Highway Project 


This project, 35 kilometers in length, is considered one of the most impor- 
tant highway projects linking the districts of the province to the center. 
The company began construction in 1979 without specifying a completion date 
or estimated costs since expenses are paid on an actual cost basis. We 
think that this has led to a delay in the project, which is no more than 45 
percent complete. 


Tartus--al-Duraykish Highway Project 


This is no less important than the one mentioned above, especially since 
al-Duraykish is an important tourist city. We can say for sure that work 
on this project is proceeding effectively and in earnest. The branch's huge 
machines along she road past Bamlakah town have penetrated a number of moun- 
tains and were stopped at the dangerous bends. The branch director con- 
firmed that the project is 40 percent complete, despite the rough surround- 
ings in which the work has to be done. The project is scheduled for com 
pletion next year. 


Safita--al-Duraykish Highway 


The first part of this 7-kilometer project has been finished at a cost of 
2.19 million pounds and is about to be commissioned. As for the remaining 
part, the company has contracted to get it done, with technical services 
and work to start this season. 





Al-Duraykish--Wadi al-"Uyun Highway 


The company began work on this on 14 August 1982 and plans to complete it 
within 300 days. Completion last year was at 40 percent; it is scheduled 
to be completed this year without any delays. It is 16 kilometers long and 
costs 4.9 million pounds. 
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Duwayr Taha--Kawkab al-Hawa Highway 


This is 7 kilometers long. The company began work on 14 August 1982; it 
is to be completed in 300 days. But the completion rate last year was 
40 percent complete; it will be completed this year. 


Safita--al-Bath Station Highway 


The company has not yet begun work as of the date of this report, although 
it received the start-up order on 1 April 1983. The first part of this 
highway is 6 kilometers long and will cost 1.5 million pounds. When we 
asked the branch director about the starting date, he said before the end 
of this July for sure. 


Other Projects and New Contracts 


Among the projects completed by the construction branch on the instructions 
of the party branch and the governor are: asphalting the main highway in 
al-Duraykish at a cost of 600,000 pounds and the courtyard of the revolu- 
tionary youth camp at a cost of 200,000 pounds, and a contract to complete 
the second part of the Safita--al-Duraykish highway, the second part of the 
Safita--al-Bath Station highway, and the al-Naqib--Tayshur highway. Work 
is scheduled this year. 


Difficulties 


The Tartus construction branch director summarized work difficulties as 
follows: Shortages of machinery and labor, particularly in the technical 
field; nonavailability of machinery spare parts in Tartus, which often 
forces us to stop work and go to Aleppo for the spare parts; an absence of 
central garages at the company for machinery repair and maintenance; and 
delays in removing obstacles at the project sites. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


FIGURES ON IMPORTS, EXPORTS IN FIRST PART OF YEAR CITED 
Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 3 Sep 83 p 2 


[Article by ‘Ali Lashin: "Dubai Trade Amounts to 11.6 Billion Dirhams in 
5 Months; 8.4 Billion Dirhams in Imports From January to May 1983; 3.1 Billion 
in Exports and Reexports"] 


(Text] The volume of state imports through Dubai's ports in the first 5 months 
ot this year totaled 1,893,241,900 kilograms valued at 8,472,343,650 dirhams. 
The volume of non-oil exports and reexports in the same period totaled 
777,723,877 kilograms valued at 3,199,928,502 dirhams, i.e., 37 percent of 

all imports. The total trade volume through Dubai's ports from January to May 
1983 thus amounted to 2,670,966,000 kilograms valued at 11,672,273,000 dirhams. 


A recent statistic by the Dubai Ports and Customs Department says that the 
volume of exports, excluding oil, amounted to 527,727,691 kilograms valued at 
799,588,460 dirhams, whereas the volume of reexported goods amounted to 
249,996,186 kilograms valued at 400,340,042 dirhams. 


The position of the main commodity groups imported and exported was as follows: 


Food and livestock: The value of imports totaled 867,100,424 dirhams and that 
of exports 280,915,716 dirhams. 


Cigarettes, tobacco and drinks [al-cohol]: Imports amounted in value to 
125,121,173 dirhams and exports to 28,074,392 dirhams. 


Raw materials, excluding fuels: The value of imports amounted to 132,911,396 
dirhams and of exports to 59,614,879 dirhams. 


Fuels and lubricants: The value of imports amounted to 480,892,561 dirhams 
and of exports to 338,892,373 dirhams. 


Animal and vegetable oils and fats: Imports amounted in value to 36,971,682 
dirhams and exports to 4,677,405 dirhams, i.e., 12.65 percent of all imports. 


Chemical substances: The value of imports amounted to 588,942,150 dirhams 
and of exports to 119,050,542 dirhams. 








Imports amounted in value to 1,959,028,276 dirhams and 


Fully-processed goods: 
exports to 1,452,526,342 dirhams or 74 percent. 


Cars and means of transportation: Imports amounted in value to 2,633,524,957 
div and exports to 461,359,691 dirhams or 17.5 percent. 


Industrial equipment and machinery: The value of imports amounted to 
1,647,588,291 dirhams and of exports to 375,074,043 dirhams or 23 percent, 


Finally, the value of other various import transactions and commodities amount- 
ad to 30,262,740 dirhams and oi exports to 79,743,119 dirhams or 263 percent. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


NATIONAL COUNCIL PRESIDENT DISCUSSES COUNCIL ROLE, ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 29 Aug 83 p 3 


[Interview with Hilal Lawtah, president of the UAE Federal National Council: 
"Hilal Lawtah, UAE National Council President, to AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT: Gulf 
Needs Quick Action To Confront Dangers Surrounding It"; date and place not 
specified] 


{Text} It is fair to say that the experience cf a country like the UAE 
arrests one's attention for more than one objective reason. When the brothers 
and the sons of the same tribe get together and resolve to unite in a single 
State that leads them along the path of progress, civilization and regional 
and international stature, numerous difficulties emerge on the path on many 
occasions. But the 12 years that have passed since the foundation of the 
union prove in a practical way that this is the wish of both the peoples and 
the leaders. Therefore, it carries within itself the elements of its perpetu- 
ation and constant maturation. 


In addition to the vast construction movement and of the efforts exerted in 

the various spheres of public service, especially education and health, the 
consultative and democratic step embodied in the UAE National Council adds 

many positive features to the union. Even though the constitution gives this 
council limited consulative powers, the council is solidifying its national 
status every day through responsive actions under the same roof and through its 
efforts to complete the scope of the unifying and civilizing experience being 
undergone by the UAE in the easternmost part of the Arab homeland. 


To follow the steps of this unionist establishment and to become better 
familiarized with the thinking of the people in charge of this establishment, 
AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT conducted this interview with Hilal Lawtah, UAE National 
Council president, who, to start with, defined for us the features and advance 
of this unique experience. 


Hilal Lawtah says that the UAE National Council, in accordance with the 
country’s provisional constitution promulgated on 2 December 1971, is one of 
the federal authorities stipulated by the constitution. These authorities 
are the UAE Supreme Council, the union president and vice president, the 
union's council of ministers, the union's National Council and the union's 
judiciary. The UAE National Council comprises 40 members distributed among 
the emirates as follows: 8 seats each for Abu Dhabi and Dubai, 6 seats each 
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for Sharjah and Ras al-Khaimah and 4 seats each for Umm al-Qaiwayn, Ajman and 
Fujairah. Every emirate is given the freedom to determine the manner in which 
its representatives on the council are selected. A member of the National 
Council represents the entire people of the union and not just his home emirate. 


During the council sessions, which last no less than 6 months and start the 
third week of November, federal bills are presented to the council, including 
fiscal bills, before they are presented to the UAE president for submission 

to the Supreme Council for ratification. The National Council discusses these 
bills, and it may approve, amend or reject them. 


The union government is represented in the National Council sessions by the 
prime minister, his deputy or one of the union cabinet members to answer 
questions raised by any of the council members concerning affairs within the 
council's jurisdiction. 


During the two previous sessions, the National Council president added, 17 

bills were examined to complete the legislative portion of the union's progress. 
Some of the bills have actually been promulgated as laws, including the 
industrial bank law, the federal judiciary authority law, the national electron- 
ic computer center law, the amendment concerning the pensions of civil ser- 
vants and state contract workers, amendments transferring some powers to the 
minister of electricity, the law on the estab ‘shment of the Higher Customs 
Council, laws regulating the pharmaceutical profession and the kindergartens 

and the law setting the fees for place-of-origin certificates. This is in 
addition to the bills that are in the process of being promulgated, namely, 

the bill concerning insurance firms and agents, the bill concerning commercial 
firms, the bill concerning practicing professions other than medicine, the bill 
concerning scholarships and academic aid, the bill concerning engagement in 
economic activities insofar as citizens of the Gulf Cooperation Council member 
states are concerned and other bills on the practice of medicine, birth and 
death registration, medical services and pensions and retirement for citizens 
employed by agencies, establishments and banks in which the UAE owns a share. 


The UAE National Council has played a fundamental role in amending the provi- 
sions and articles of many of these laws by virtue of its close contact with 
society and in order to serve the interest of the homeland and the citizen. So 
far, the government has not turned down any opinion or amendment made by the 
National Council, even though it is only a consultative council. 


The UAE National Council president for the past two sessions and a council 
member since the council was founded added that the council is empowered to 
amend, omit or reject any bill presented to it by the Council of Ministers 
before the bill is presented for ratification. 


[Question] On the basis of your daily dealings and your powers, what legal 
considerations are still absent in the UAE arena? 


[Answer] Numerous laws have not been issued yet and these laws are fundamental 
and necessary for the interest of the country and for completing our civiliz- 
ing advance. There is the need for a law to deal with crimes undermining the 
Islamic faith, a law to prohibit substances harmful to the human mind, laws for 














juvenile celinguents and for the homeless and a law for criminal proceedings, 
not to mention commercial laws, such as a law to protect national industries 
and a maritime law. There is also the civil law, consisting of nearly 1,500 
articles, which the council has not yet discussed. 


[Question] You have held many opinions and advanced many proposals in impor- 
tant spheres. What is your opinion of the state's economic dependence on a 
Single resource that is subject to depletion? 


[Answer] It is well known that the federal state budget depends on what the 
emirates pay and that the emirates, in turn, depend on oil for more than 95 
percent of their revenues. Even though the council has not made any proposals 
on securing other federal revenues in addition to the oil revenues, I believe 
that the idea of levying direct or indirect taxes on income or of raising 
customs fees on imports will basically protect the core of our free economy, 
which is founded on full economic freedom. We must also encourage all kinds 
of heavy, medium and light industries, as well as commercial activity. 


Question] The Gulf Cooperation Council constitutes a pioneering step in the 
sphere of integration and reflects the desire of the peoples and leaders of 
the Arab Gulf states. As a Gulf official, what is your view of the actual 
Situation and what do you believe is necessary to enhance progress? 


{Answer} This council truly embodies the will of the area's leaders and 
peoples, who come together in all the fundamental aspects of unity, such as 
language, religion, customs, traditions, common history and common goals 

and aspirations. Future measures must move faster to achieve self-sufficiency 
in all the vital spheres, such as food security, which protects us from being 
subjected to foreign pressures. Saudi Arabia's experiment in wheat cultivation 
has enabled it to achieve virtual self-sufficiency in 2 years. Such important 
steps must be extended for the good of the area on the strategic level. Our 
states are united by much more than what unites the EEC countries. Forthcoming 
steps must be channelled to achieve such goals. 


We must also exert efforts to fight the “imported” currents that are in con- 
flict with our Islamic faith and must fight whatever undermines our religion, 
creed and traditions. Radicalism must not be allowed and this point must be 
emphasized because of its serious impact on future generations in particular. 


ihe current situation in the area requires quick action to confront all 
eventualities. Closure of the Strait of Hormuz is a problem that poses a 
threat to our main economic artery. Even if the fire is dampened now, who 
can guarantee the future? The Gulf states must give thought to building a 
pipeline to carry oil to the Gulf of Oman so that our exports will not be 
hostage to the Strait of Hormuz alone. As we have already seen, Saudi Arabia 
has built a mammoth pipeline from the eastern coast to Yanbu’ port on the Red 
Sea--a pipeline extending from one end of the country to the other and protec- 
ted against all external elements, regardless of what they may be. Iraq has 
done the same with its pipeline through Turkey. The situation requires that 
we discuss this matter quickly. 











We should also demand constant meetings among the Gulf consultative councils 
so that they can exchange consultation and viewpoints in a manner similar to 
the cooperation and consultation currently existing among the government and 
executive agencies of the Gulf Cooperation Council member states. 


[Question] When will women participate in parliamentary life? 


[Answer] There is no doubt that women in the UAE, as in the other Gulf states, 
have an important role that is growing and expanding. Women have begun to 
participate in many activities and to enter the battle of life, armed with 
education and faith, to become secretaries, teachers, doctors and holders of 
the highest university degrees, They have proven their presence everywhere. 
But I don’t believe that the time has come yet for women to participate in 
parliamentary work. That role may come in the near future. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


INCREASE IN CUSTOMS REVENUES--Sources in the Abu Dhabi Customs Department say 
that they expect Abu Dhabi's customs revenues to rise to 500 million dirhams 
annually if the decision to raise customs fees to 4 percent is implemented. 
These sources have told AL-BAYAN that they have not yet received any instruc- 
tions on increasing the customs fees as of 1 September 1983. The sources 
aiso point out that Abu Dhabi's current customs revenues amount to 57 million 
dirhams annually on the basis of a customs fee of only 1 percent and with 
only 30 percent of the goods imported to the emirate subjected to a customs 
fee whereas the remaining 77 [sic] percent are exempted. The sources expect 
the increse in customs fees to be coupled with a reduction in the volume of 
goods exempted from these fees below the present level and also expect the 
exemption to be confined to essential goods, foodstuffs and other essential 
consumer goods. The sources point out that if the present customs fees are 
increased and fees are levied on some goods now exempted, total revenues 

may rise to 500 million dirhams. Customs Department circles also say that 
the process of increasing the fees may take some time and that it will be 
difficult to implement it immediately or on the scheduled date of 1 September 
1983, adding that the stagnant condition being experienced by the market 

may be one of the factors influencing the decision to raise the fees because 
such an increase will contribute to adding new burdens to the market, which 
suffers from the evident weakness of consumer purchasing power. [Text ] 
|Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 22 Aug 83 p 2] 8494 


GCC BANK CREDITS--Total credits advanced by commercial banks in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council member states in 1982 amounted to 12,801,100,000 Arab 
computational dinars, amounting to $39.7 billion. The commerce sector 
obtained the largest share of the credits in the six states, amounting to 
4,251,100,000 Arab computational dinars, equalling nearly $13.2 billion. 

The housing and construction sector came second in terms of credits received, 
with 2,820,900,000 Arab computational dinars or nearly $8.7 billion. The 
Unified Economic Publication, issued jointly by the Gulf central banks, notes 
that bank credits in the UAE by the end of last year totaled 3,022, 300,000 
Arab computational dinars, in Bahrain 456.9 million dinars, in Saudi Arabia 
4,901,400,000 dinars, in Oman 355.6 million dinars, in Qatar to 462.9 million 
dinars and in Kuwait to 4,002,500,000 million Arab computational dinars. 
Credits for commerce were divided as follows: 1,140,400,000 in the UAE, 141.3 
million in Bahrain, 1,561,100,000 dinars in Saudi Arabia, 187.7 million in the 
Sultanate of Oman, 220.6 million in Qatar and 1 billion in Kuwait. In the 
housing and construction sector, credits advanced totaled 850.8 million Arab 
computational dinars, in Bahrain 133.6 million dinars and in Saudi Arabia 

1 ,013,300,000 dinars. [Text] [Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 28 Aug 83 p 2] 8494 
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IRAN 


RAFSANJANI CLAIMS IRAN HAS UPPER HAND AT BATTLEFRONTS 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 31 Aug 83 p 3 


[Text] The Supreme Defense Council convened last night, attended by Hojjat 
ol-Eslam va ol-Moslemin Khamene'i, president and head of the Supreme Defense 
Council, Hojjat ol-Eslam va ol-Moslemin Hashemi Rafsanjani, the imam's 
representative on the Supreme Defense Council, Mir Hosseyn Musavi, prime 
minister, Gen Zahirnezhad, chief of the Joint Staff of the Armed Forces 

of the Islamic Republic, Col Salimi, minister of defense, Mohsen Rafiqdust, 
minister of the revolution guards, Mohsen Reza‘'i and Shamkhani, commander 
and deputy commander of the Islamic Revolution Guards, Kharazi, chief of the 
War Propaganda Staff, and Nazaran, secretary of the Supreme Defense Council. 


Concerning the issues raised during last night's meeting of the Supreme 
Defense Council, Hojjat ol-Eslam Rafsanjani, the imam'’s representative on 

the council, said: In the session tonight, we reviewed the status of the 
fronts. We examined issues relating to the war in the future and preparations 
for it. We examined the supply of resources we need for the war from the 
standpoint of finance, weapons and ammunition. Brothers from the 
Construction Crusade came to coordinate and tell us what resources they needed. 
We organized the work they can do on the fronts, such as fortification detail- 
ing the very successful recent operation they had against the counter- 
revolution in Kurdestan. It was very good and indicated the extensive defeat 
of the counter-revolution. Political and economic issues connected with the 
war also were raised. 


A Halt on the Fronts 


Asked why there has been a halt on the fronts following the victories of 
Islam's soldiers in the Val-Fajr operations, Hojjat ol-Eslam Hashemi 
Rafsanjani replied: It should not be called a halt. We have never had such 
a thing. From the beginning of the war up to the present we have continued 
an operation after we began it. We are not directing this war solely on the 
military fronts, rather political and human issues have their place as well. 
We have said many times that we hold the initiative. When we consider it to 
our advantage we call a halt. Our war policies are governed by the principle 
of the avoidance of great bloodshed, whether from our martyred forces or great 
Iraqi casualties. Im any case we do not wish for a lot of killing in this 
war. This is an influential factor in our calculations. We also take into 
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consideration the politico-economic fronts. We give them a respite. When we 
inflict a blow on them we give them the chance to surrender so that they still 
have the ability to think. So that if they decide to surrender they can 
surrender. In our evaluation of the Val-Fajr II and III operations we see 
political effects in the region, and these effects could lead Saddam to see 
what the war's future holds for him and to better understand the war's future. 
It is possible for one successful operation to alter the pressures that Iraq's 
supporters bring to bear on us, the economic, political and propaganda pres- 
sures. On the whole we hope that we can achieve our desired end and obtain 
our rights as much as possible through means other than slaughter. 


Saddam's Latest Claims 


Pointing to Saddam's recent statements made during a meeting with Iraqi 
military commanders in which he said Iraq had regained territory it had lost, 
the imam’s representative on the Supreme Defense Council said: They have 
always done this. The way the Ba'th Party operates is to first make a denial. 
When we had retaken Khorramshahr, they continued to say for a while that they 
were pounding the Iranians there. When we had driven them out they said they 
had made a victorious retreat. For as long as they consider it necessary 

they not only deny our victory, but they lie and call themselves the 


victors. Following that they say they are striking a blow, we are leveling 
[ran and the like. 


They can only do two things. One of them is to launch the missiles that the 
superpowers have placed at their disposal. They are capable of doing this, 
but of course the only points the missiles can hit are cities like Dezful or 
sometimes cities near the border. Their planes can penetrate our air 

space and kill civilians, since their planes will not risk coming close to 
military centers. If they do get a mission, they go and drop their bombs in 
the desert. These are the two things that Saddam does for himself when he 
deems the time advantageous. We do not see anything else within Saddam's 
power that he can carry out. We have the initiative on the battlefields, 
and it is we who are choosing the method of action. 


Lebanese Issue 


Hojjat ol-Eslam Hashemi Rafsanjani was asked: What is your analysis of the 
violent suppression of the Shi'ites and other deprived people in Lebanon 

by the U.S. soldiers and the Lebanese and Falangist armies, which seems to 
be a new step in the struggle against the Islamic revolution in the region? 


He said: We predicted this from the beginning. What the United States, 
Israel and the reactionaries now fear is the force of the deprived people 
and Muslims in Lebanon. The basic goal in the occupation of southern 
Lebanon was to take a region where the Muslims, the Shi-ites and the 
deprived people in particular had power and influence. The scenes we have 
witnessed are the consequences of this and are nothing new. You see now that 
even after a lengthy period of occupation they have not been able to break 
the resistance of Lebanon's Muslims and deprived people, and have had to 
behave more harshly. Our experience is that this harshness may lead to 











more serious resistance. Today we can clearly see the state of Lebanon's 
Muslims, and if we are able to support them we will so that Lebanon does 
not turn into a second Israel. 


The IRNA correspondent asked the imam's representative on and spokesman of 
the Supreme Defense Council about his view on the visit to Iran by legal 
experts from the International Islamic Court, and Rafsanjani answered: 

Anyone who comes to Iran and sees the war destruction and the effects of the 
Iraqi aggression is greatly affected and takes our side, the side of the 
oppressed. Therefore, we have welcomed from the beginning anyone wanting 

to come. Fine, the gentlemen want to form a court, and we asked them for 

a truly impartial one in which anyone feeling justified could state his case. 


This movement might be a good one in the Islamic world. A court would be 
created to state its view on cases of important disputes between Islamic 
countries, and it might be effective as a factor preventing aggression and 
oppression. 


Securing the Rear 


Pointing to the status of Islam's soldiers confronting the counter 
revolution in the country’s west, the spokesman for the Supreme Defense 
Council said: I am waiting for the Hamzeh Seyyed Ash-Shohada Base to 
release details of the operation to the people. There has been a very 
extensive operation going on for the past two or three days in West Azarbaijan. 
This region, which from the revolution's victory up to the present has been 
in the hands of the counterrevolution, has now been liberated. In this 
operation a number of counterrevolutionaries were captured, a number were 
killed, and some of them fled. The interesting thing is that the people 

in the region were very happy at the presence of Islam's forces there and 
warmly welcomed them. 


During the past ten days in which we were not too active on the battlefields 
with Iraq, some of our forces were operating there. Perhaps on the whole 
the value of their position there is not less than that of the Val-Fajr 
operation, and in the long run will probably turn out to be more. They 
secured the rear. I think that the solution to the war problem, which I 
hope will not be long in coming, will be accompanied by the solution to 

the Kurdistan problem. 
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PAKISTAN 


ZIA ASSURES PROTECTION OF FOREIGN CAPITAL 
Karachi DAWN in English 26 Sep 83 pp 1, 6 


[Text] President General Mohammed Zia-ul-Haq has assured foreign entre- 
preneurs that their investments will be fully protected by Pakistan. 


Inaugurating a two-day conference on “investment opportunities in Pakistan" 
in Karachi on Sunday, he recalled various incentives and facilities pro- 
vided to foreign investors and declared: the capital goes where it is 
needed and it stays where it is protected. We shall protect your capital." 


The conference has been organised by the FPCC&I in collaboration with the 
UNIDO and Investment Advisory Centre of Pakistan. A number of entre- 
preneurs from Gulf and Arab countries were also present. [as published] 


President Zia-ul-Haq said the Muslim countries should utilise their enor- 
mous potential in various fields for their mutual welfare and prosperity. 


"We have 900 million people, we have engineers, technicians, resources, 
lands etc. What do we lack to become a potent force," he asked. 


He said Pakistan believed that it was part of the large Muslim Ummah and 
Islam had no geographical, physical, mental boundaries. "We must act as 
a whole so that we can bring each other together." 


The President told the foreign investors that they should come to Pakistan 
only if they find honest and mutually beneficial opportunities. "For 
Pakistan, he said, "I am the best salesman and I will give you quality 
goods." 


He proposed a concept of “pioneer industries” in Pakistan and said the 
Government will provide maximum benefits to these industries. He described 
them as industries for livestocks, mineral-based, petro-chemicals, elec- 
trical engineering, electronics and solar energy. 


These, he added, will be provided all incentives and will be subjected to 
minimum scrutiny and control. 


The President said the Sixth Five-Year Plan reflected the liberal policy 
of the Government to encourage the private sector. It envisages investment 














of Rs. 77 billion of which Rs. 62 billion have been allocated to the pri- 
vate sector. 


He said Pakistan was deeply committed to economic cooperation between the 
Islamic and developing countries. "We hosted the first conference of Islamic 
industries ministers and so far 57 proposals of joint ventures between them 
have been submitted by various countries including 25 by Pakistan,” he 

added. 


He urged the local industry to meet the challenge by adopting new technol- 
ogy and modern techniques. "We are still using the old Khaddis for making 
cloth. We must move forward,” he stressed. 


APP adds: He said the 20-point "action plan” which emerged from the 
Islamic industries ministers moot should be translated into actuality for 
the mutual benefit of the world in general and the Muslim Ummah in par- 
ticular. 


A start had been made in this direction by the Task Force set up by the 
Islamic industries minister conference, and its offshoot, the “Ad-hoc 
Working Group", which had held three meetings over the past 18 months. 


Each Muslim state was “part of the whole” Ummah, and unless this was 
realised overall progress would be difficult, he added. 


President Zia-ul-Haq said he had expressed his view of this matter so as to 
do away with any possible misunderstanding that he was trying to draw away 
capital from other countries--especially the Middle East nations--to 
Pakistan. 


He said a “mutuality of interests", for the benefit of each country, should 
be defined and the question of foreign investment approached from the stand- 
point of what any one nation could best do to help another state. 


It was in this context, he emphasised, that he was making the statement that 
Pakistan provided "ample coopportunities for foreign investors”. 


He said both incentives and proper safeguards existed in Pakistan for for- 
eign investors, including security against expropriation, repatriation of 
capital, remittance provisions for foreign employees and no double taxation. 


The procedure for identifying suitable industrial projects, and sanctioning 
their actual establishment, had been greatly streamlined, and projects 
costing less than Rs. 60 million did not need any governmental sanction 
(provided no foreign exchange was involved), while those worth more than 
this amount would receive the necessary permission within three months. 


The Export Processing Zone (EPZ) established in Karachi provided a number 


of facilities for 100 per cent foreign financed projects, including tax 
holidays and exemption from export duties. 
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Forty one projects, involving an 
investment ot about Rs. 3 4 billion 
in foreign exchange, had been sanc - 
toned so far for establishment in 
the EPZ, and 12 of these industrial 
units were being financed from in- 
vestors in OIC member states, he 
added 

President Zia-ul-Haq said the 
main purpose of the Sixth Five 
Year Plan (1983-55) was to im- 
tensify the developmental process 
in Paxistan and diversify the in- 
dustrial bese. 


Private sector 


In order to encourage private 
actor investment, he continued, 
(he ox Five Yeer Plan provided tor 
minimum government scrutiny and 
comtrol of the industrial sector, as 
well as Nelp in setting up new units 
in both the agricultural and indust 
tial spheres, especially enerpy- 

sVINKg Prowects 

Ir ler to illustrate the em 
phasis laid on the Sixth plan on pri- 
vate investment vis-a-vis the public 
“«tor, he noted that of the Rs. 77 
holon wvestment§ target for 

sablishament of new industries 
and completion of on-going pro- 
jects, $1 per cent (Rs. 62 billion) 
would come from the private 
sector 

He also said that during the past 
six Vears, his government had sanc- 
noned the establishment of new in- 
dustrial projects worth about Rs. 
9 billion 

Pakistan, he remarked, was fol. 
lowing “a very liberal industrial 
policy” providing manifold incen 
tives tor borh foreign and Pakistans 
imvestors 

\s tar as restr trons on foreign 
investment in consumer industries 
went. he explained that the reason 
tor this was that non-Pakistam cap 
tal should be channeled imto the 

rablishment of sophisticated un 

pecially in view of the tact 
that local entrepreneurs had by 
now acquired sufficient expertise 
to Manage this type of industry 

The President further stated that 
for Sx meconomic feasons in- 
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dustry should be dispersed as 
widely as possible all over the 
country, and in order to achieve 
this purpose incentives (including 
tax holidays) were being provided. 

Over-concentratton of industries 
in a few metropolitan centtes must 
be avoided so as to avoid further 
congestion and pollution, he 
added. 

In order to meet the energy and 
other needs of industria] units, 
public utilities had been instructed 
to give priority to them. A govern- 
mental committee had also been 
set up to review the industrial pol- 
icy and “prepare a fresh policy 
statement” in this respect covering 
the Sixth Plan period, he added. 


The President congratulated the 
federation of Pakistan Chambers 
ot Commerce and _§ Industry 
‘FPCCI), Investment Advisory 
Centre of Pakistan (LACP) and the 
United Nations Industrial Develop- 
ment Organisation (UNIDO) tor 
cooperating in the convening of tie 
conterenme. 

Hie thanked the 40-odd toreiun 
delegates trom Middle Eastern na- 
tions who are attending the conter- 
ence for coming here. 

-arlier Mr. Yusuf Zia. President 
of the FPCC&i in his welcome ad- 
dress said a lot of preparatory work 
had been done before the conter 
ence and delegations had visited 
UAE, Kuwait and Saud: Arana to 
apprise potential investors of the 
opportunities and = advantages 
which exist in Pakistan for 
investment. 

He said a healthy environment 
for investment in Pakistan by Aral» 
onl-producing countries existed and 
if necessary measures could be ta 
ken to provide considerable in 
petus in the investment. 

The FPCCAI President pointed 
out that structural change was re 
quired in the labour palny oft 
Pakistan where the entrepreneur 
should have the power of replacing 
an unwilling worker bv a willing 
worker. The social security should 
also be defined and handed over to 
the private sector, he stressed. 


He hoped that the conference 
would develop mutual cooperation 
between Arab investors and 
Pakistani entrepreneurs and would 
identify fields of collaboration, of 
which, the FPCCI hud identified 34 
joint projects. 

Mr. Reza H. Syed, Managing Di- 
rector of LACP, expiained the role 
IACP had played in bringing the 
potential investors and bocal en- 
trepreneurs together. “It requires 
a catalytic role and we have done. 
that,” he said. 

The inaugural function was at- 
tended by Sind Governor, Lt-Gen. 
5.M. Abbasi, Federal Ministers Mr. 
Elahi Buksh Soomro, Dr. Nasirud- 
din Jogeza: and Maj-Gen. (Retd) 
Rao Farman Ali, some provincial 
minisfers, heads of financial im- 
stitutions, proming ot businessmen 
and members of the local di- 
plomatic corps as well as 40-odd 
foreign entrepreneurs from Middle 
Eastern stutes. 

After a luncheon break Federal 
Industries Minister, Mr. [ahi 
Buksh Soomro gave a talk on “in- 
centives for private industrial in- 
vestment in Pakistan”. 

The Chairman of the Export Pro- 
cessing Zone \uthority, Mr. Ziaud- 
din Ahmed Khan then spoke on 
“facilities and development of the 
EPZ in Pakistan”. 

The foreign delegates attending 
the conference will hold a series of 
bilateral negotiations with their 
Pakistani counterparts besides vis 
iting a number of industrial units. 

Two sessions of the conference 
will be held on Monday. 


The Conference opened with a 
condolence resolution on the vic- 
tims of the air crash of the Gulf Air. 

The President of Federation of 
Pakistan Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry in his resolution ex- 
pressed deep sorrow and grief for 
those killed in the air crash and 
heart-felt sympathies with the 
members of the bereaved families. 

Those present in the conference 
otfered Fateha for the departed 
souls. 








PAKISTAN 


TURNING POINT IN SIND POLITICS, RESULTING AGITATION ANALYZED 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 21 Aug 83 p 4 
[Article by Mohammad Ali: "A New Revolutionary Trend in Sind Politics"] 


[Excerpts] The late Shorish Kashmiri, commenting on Sind politics, once 
said: "Despite a few personalities, Sind has never been a political 
province. Its politics has always been dominated by feudal landlords and its 
political struggle has been mainly one of conflicts between warring families. 
Just as the Sind River constantly changes its path, so Sind politics keep 

on chopping and changing and leaping and bouncing like deer. It is customary 
in Sind to be on the same side as the people in power and not to engage in 
dialogue with authorities from the common level. The elite in Sind match 
their steps with those in power.” But despite all these theories, facts 

and suppositions, if we assess Sind politics today we find that the political 
formulas of the past are no longer applicable to Sind, and we see the emer- 
gence of a new psychological revolution in Sind politics. The feudal land- 
lords who once changed their political affiliations like their clothes have 
now cast aside their traditions and the prudence so characteristic of their 
class. It appears that the feudal landlords of Sind now form the vanguard of 
the civil disobedience movement organized by the People's Party [PPP]. It is 
quite possible the former members of the assembly and ministers belonging 

to this party may take part in actions courting voluntary arrest after the 
"ultimation" in which they were clearly given to understand that if they did 
not join the civil disobedience movement they would not be given party slots 
in the coming elections and their allegiance to the Bhutto family would be 
considered doubtful. If this is the case, then this action of courting 
voluntary arrest can be considered a test of worthiness to be a candidate in 
the coming elections. Commenting on this procedure, it is being said that 
when Bhutto was being executed the feudal landlords in Sind watched his 
execution as silent spectators. But now for the sake of election places 

they are willing to forgo the comfort of their air-conditioned homes and 

live in the darkness of prison dungeons. 


This proves that they value regional authority above all and that they give 
no importance to the party leadership. The defunct PPP, during the early 
stages of the civil disobedience movement, encouraged the leaders to make 
sacrifices. Looked at from this point of view, it doubtless constitutes a 








great political advance. It can thus be seen that this movement is being run 
in Sind on a purely national basis. The political structure presented by the 
president is considered in Sind as a forerunner to the introduction of "one 
unit,’ and because of violations of the rights of Sind, phrases like fighting 
a "last-ditch battle” are being used. The center of action courting arrest 

in the Hyderabad district is session court which, also the center for the 
submission of nominating papers for designated party members, appears to be 
becoming the fortress of the movement. Makhdum Khaliquzzaman, before courting 
arrest called the movement in unequivocal terms the movement of the determined 


Sindhis people because they considered no sacrifice too great to protect 
their rights and privileges. 


Mumtaz Bhutto, explaining the Pakistan resolution in detail during the course 
of a speech on 16 August, said that in accordance with this resolution 
provinces have the right to separate from the center, and that Quaid-e Azam 
himsel was in favor of a confederation. He added that this movement 
reflects the honor and dignity of the Sindhis and that we will never allow 
Sind to become a slave under any circumstances. In the interior of Sind 

the civil disobedience movement has become successful to such an extent that 
the feudal landlords, former ministers and members of the assembly, as well as 
those who escaped from other tests before, are now moving in the direction of 
prisons. The courting of arrest by well-known personalities such as Haji 
Najmuddin Sariwal, Abdulla Halipeta, Mir Aijaz Ali Talpur. Ghulam Mujtaba 
Jatoi, Pir of Ranipur, Sardar Noor Mohammad Lunda and Ashiq Jatoi is nothing 
short of a "miracle" in Sind politics. This also proves that Ghulam Mustafa 
Jatoi has gained a decisive victory in the struggle for party leadership in 
the defunct PPP. Mr Mumtaz Ali Bhutto, following his return to the country 
from a trip abroad accused PPP leadership of inaction, held them responsible 
for Bhutto's execution and threatened that the self-seeking landlords would 
not be allowed to take part in the coming elections. He also reaffirmed 

his view that the PPP was dominated by the landlord bureaucracy. But the 
Sindi landlords taking part in the "democratic struggle” under the leader- 
ship of Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi temporarily refuted these charges. The Sindi 
landlords, who had been accused for the past 6 years of being silent at 
Bhutto's execution, by courting arrest have under the present circumstances 
become heroes. Mr Mumtaz Bhutto may have been partially responsible for 
getting the landlords out of their houses. But it has been proved beyond 

any doubt that it is under the leadership of Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi that the 
Sindi landlords, in order to ensure their political authority, enlisted 

their names among the martyrs by merely cutting their fingers and making a 
symbolic offer of blood. They are well aware of the feelings of the young 
elements and the political inclinations of their traditional voters. They 
have similarly come to realize that they can maintain their traditional 

power and authority only by remaining aligned with the PPP, or they will 

find themselves isolated politically. The party leadership has for the first 
time tested the courage and bravery of the landlords. More than a party 
decision, it is the meetings between the U.S. senators and Ghulam Mustafa 
Jatoi, and rumors of his becoming the prime minister, that have had a greater 
role in the significant changes that are taking place. The influential land- 
lords in Sind have now pipned their hopes on Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi to achieve 
power and authority. They are confident that in the coming days, with the 














support of the representatives of the feudal class, they will succeed in 
placing Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi, a supporter of moderate policy, in a position 
of power and authority. Even though the civic population in Sind is not 
getting directly involved with the civil disobedience movement, some circles 
are of the opinion that the method being adopted to run the campaign is 
similar to the one that created Bangladesh in 1971. However, the possibility 
of clashes between various groups having contradictory political ideologies 
is not ruled out. In the interior of Sind, the national fiag has been 
subjected to disrespect. It is quite possible that the radical group is 
conspiring to exploit this democratic movement for subversive activity. But 
the burning of the four trucks belonging to National Logistics Cell proves 
that this movement is also being supported by elements with specific 
objectives of their own. In the interior of Sind, some unpleasant incidents 
have also taken place. Radical youth groups have the ability to change 
prevailing conditions to suit their political ideology. After the members 
of the Sind assembly, ministers and the leadership of the party courting 
arrest are jailed, this movement will virtually be controlled by this group. 
At the outset it is felt that the administration has unwisely not been able 
to judge the real strength of the movement and up to now has been looking 

on it as synonymous with customary disturbances. Only the future will tell 
about the nature of this movement, but the impressions it has created in 

the beginning as well as the steps taken to organize and coordinate the 
movement call for administrative measures. It is not out of place to point 
out that since martial law was clamped on the country, this is the first 
time the PPP has mounted a show of force. The PPP has made this struggle a 
matter of life and death for its existence. This is why it has come out with 
211 political power and influence at its command. The students of educa- 
tional institutions in Sind are also playing a significant role in this 
movement. Similarly, the Sindi People’s Movement is also taking a leading 
part in courting arrest. Rasool Bakhsh Palejo, the leader of this movement, 
is under arrest in the Kot Lakhpat jail and Fazal Paho, his deputy and at 
the same time joint secretary of MRD [Movement for the Restoration of 
Democracy] in Sind, has also been arrested. 


The defunct PPP, participating in the present civil disobedience movement 
started by MRD, is trying to erase the impression that the Sindi landlords 
dominating the party cannot play an active role in the democratic movement. 
It must be mentioned here that before the movement was started political 
predictions turned out to be correct and the PPP succeeded to a certain 
extent in maintaining its existence and playing an active role in the province. 
If plans for a total boycott of municipal elections are implemented success- 
fully then the monopoly of the defunct PPP in the interior of Sind will 
become further fortified and the charges leveled by the political parties 
constituting the MRD will be undermined. The clash between the armed troops 
of the Sind constabulary and the MRD demonstrators at the Dadu jail reflect 
the violent nature of this movement. 


About 102 prisoners, including those convicted of violent crimes, have 
escaped. This incident indicates that the civil disobedience movement could 
be escalated into a civil war and that the defunct PPP is paving the ground 
not for democracy but for the kind of armed struggle similar to the one 














carried out by the Awami League (in East Pakistan, now Bangladesh). The 
deteriorating situation in the rural areas in Sind demands that instead 

of confrontation with the political elements, the authorities should resort to 
a policy of compromise through negotiations. The administrative machinery, 
too, should adopt a neutral stand in the movement. The speed with which 
conditions are deteriorating in Sind point to the possibility of a deliberate 
attempt being made on the part of the authorities to disregard the seriousness 
of the situation. If the situation persists, then the action of the defunct 
PPP could obstruct the government machinery with still greater force. 
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Reliant" ] 
[Text ] 


RELATIONS between the 
Centre and provinces in the 
area of sharing revenue re- 
sources in Pakistan have al- 
ways been contentious. And 
if they did not become too 
contentious, or openly ac- 
rimonious, it was because of 
the restricted autonomy of 


the provinces in reality. 

There was political dominance of 
the provinces by the Centre 
whenever there was a political 
setup in the country, and continued 
administrative dominance of the 
provinces under the more common 
military rule. If no party chief at 
the Centre wanted protests against 
inequitable distmbution of re 
venues from his provincial party 
leaders, the military administra- 
rion at the Cencre did not welcome 
such complaints from the Gover- 
nors, Chief Secretaries and sec- 
retaries to the departments it had 
nominated. 

The provincial governments are 
now too weary of thew increasing 
dependence on the Centre for their 
financial resources. The ability of 
even better equipped provinces 
like Sind and Punjab to raise addi- 
tional revenues are sorely limited 
as all major tax sources are in the 
grip of the Centre. 

Provincial budgets have lost 


their fear or significance for the 
peopie of the provinces. And pro- 
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"Provinces Must Be Made Financially Self- 


vincial governments now fare to 
the extent of the share of the Cent- 
ral taxes, grant-in-aid and develop- 
ment funds they receive from the 
Centre vear after year. If they get 
far less than they need they appeal 
to the government for more. 

Under the Sixth Five Year Plan 
— 1983-88 the provincial share of 
the allocation from budgetary 
sources for development has been 
fixed at 24 per cent of Rs. 200 bul- 
lion, compared to 20 per cent under 
the Fifth Plan. The addition of Rs. 
10 billion for primary education, 
public health. water supply etc in 
the less developed areas will raise 
the allocation to 29 per cent of rhe 
outlay. 


Share of taxes 


But the Sind government 


strongly feels that Rs. 10.08 billion 
allocated for Sind under the plan is 
grossly inadequate to meet its ur- 
gent needs for the next five years. 
Far more is needed, particularly 
for the development, in fact, to 
meet the basic urgent demands of 
the exploding metropolis of 
Karachi with its constant inflow of 
peopie from ail over the country 
and outflow of capital in the re 
verse direction. While the popuia- 
tion of the ciry is increasing alarm- 
ingly, its imfra-structure facilines 
have been shrinking, crumbling 


and withering. 


X\ ’ 
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Even Dr. Mahbubul Haq, Minis- 
ter for Planning, openly admits 
that the funds are too indequate to 
meet the urgent demands of 
Karachi and has, hence, set up a 
special committee under Mr. Man- 
zoor Shaikh, Member of the Plan- 
ning Commission, to assess 
Karachi’s needs. For Karachi is not 
only a city of six or seven million 
people but it is also the place from 
which half the industrial and com- 
mercial revenues of the country 
comes. If money is not sperit on sus- 
taining the existing facilities and 
developing more, less revenues 
will be available to the Centre from 
it in future years. 

What is happening now is that 
most of the revenues are collected 
by the Centre while the responsi- 
bility for the development of the 
vital infrastructure and the crucial 
education and health facilities as 
well as maintenance of law and or- 
der is on the shoulders af the poor 
provincial governments. 


Import duty and sales tax, excise 
duty, income tax, corporate tax, 
wealth tax and gift tax are all col- 
lected by the Centre. After that a 
small share of those taxes is re- 
funded to the provinces. The entire 
amount collected as gift tax, which 
is small as well as excise duty and 
royalty from gas are handed over ro 
the provinces, it is said, after de- 
ducting the collection charges. And 
the basis of the current formula for 














Maing (axes with (he provinces is 
lasgeiy population. 


Current formula 


But the overall share of the oro 
vinces nas always been small. if 
they got Rs. 1.400 muliion out of the 
Central tax revenues of Rs. 11,15 
millin in 1974-75, thev gor Rs. 
3.19 million cut of Rs. 19,292 mui- 
laom im 1977-74. and will im the cur- 
rent year De getting Rs 11,974 mul 
1.08 Gul Of the originally oudgeted 
Rs. 34.195 nulluon. The share of the 
provinces Gas increased trum less 
Inman one sixth of the Federal tax 
FeEVETNUES LO ONELTITA now. 

Simultanevusiy the troubles of 
[he WOVIMcid, government have 
risen. Whue the Federal govern- 
ent creates infiatwm and accei- 
< (rough its goi:cies, the 
provirmial governments Reve ¢o 
pay Tore for thew empiovees and 
meet ‘Ne rising service Dills as wel! 
ss Migner Gevewoment costs. The 
Lentre 146 4 arge non-tax revenue 
45 WELL, which are t0t shared with 
tne provinces, and ‘he means to 
“SE fs revenues through deficit 
Imancing — 0% simpiy printing of 
notes — which this vear alone will 
me Rs 5.020 nulion. The orovinces 
Ms OA Bave any such everage, and 
nence implore the Centre tor more 
anc twre doies or loans 
4s 2 resuit of such financial 
fragnt-acceting of provinciai 
governments the literacy rate in 


the country nas barely increased by 


<fa°es 


12 per cent in the last % years, and 
the per capita spending on pubiic 
heath is Less than a dollar 

if roads ure in a Dad state, water 
supply and drainage facilities and 
ener Dasic needs of the peopie are 


grossly inaGequate for the same f1- 
Lancia: TEAWONSG 

The realisation of the need to 
provide more funds to the states io 
india has resulted in the sharing of 
more than 27 per cent of the net 
Federa. tax collection with them If 


>< 4600/18 


in 1981-42 the states received Rs. 
42.740 million out of the federal 
taxes of Rs. 157,540 million, m 
1982-33 it was Rs. 47,160 million 
out of Rs. 176,140 million. 

In India revision of the share of 
the states in the revenues is a 
periodic process. Under the Indian 
constitution the President has to 
set up a commission every five 
years, or earlier if necessary, for 
the purpose. The eighth commis 
siom is now looking into the issue 
under Mr. YB. Chavan, Depury 
Chairman of the Planning Commis 
sion. In addition, the government 


has set up 2 special commission un- 
Ger Justxe Sarkaria of the 
Supreme Court to examine Centre- 
state relations and make recom- 
mendations in view of the rising 
ciscontentment in the st2tes a!! 
round. 


What is happening is that while 
the Centre takes away what is 
legitimately due to the provinces 
and then gives a share of that and 
grants-in-aid, the Sind gove-nment 
takes away what .s legitimately due 
to the KMC. While the rcad tax 
paid by the iakhs of vehicles goes to 
the Sind government instead of 
KMC, which maintains the roeds 
and pays for ighting them up at 
might, tne traffic cops impound the 
garbage vans and watet tankers of 
K MC for not paying the road tax? Is 
there anything more ridiculous 
than that? Bur thar 1s how it goes, as 
the Centre taxes away the pro- 
vinces revenues and the province 
im return taxes away KMC’s re- 
venues, and tnen they hand down 
to the other a part of that as grant. 
in-aid and a share of the taxes. 


This going round and round the 
mulberry tree in the fisca! sector 
[1.4% to stop, a” 14 more sensible and 
economic system be devised. This 
centralisation of fiscal resources 
has been a part of the centralisa- 
tion of authority in Pakistan. Some 
at the Centre thought that it was a 





very effective means of promotng 
national integration. It was possi- 
biv part of she One Unut syncrome 
as weil. Hence early in the 1950s 
sales tax, which was a provincial 
tax, became a Central tax anc shot 
up. Now the provinces want that at 
least the sales tax shou'd revert to 
them in full. 

Clearly the Centrai officials in 
the provinces do not want to ask for 
far more and annoy the Centre. Bur 
the real solution to the problem lies 
in making excise duty 3 provincia! 
tax altogether. If that is done tne 
provinces would De getting Ks. 
14,905 mullion this veas as com- 
pared to the grants-in-aid of Rs. 
3,438 million this vear 


Increase !n taxes 


It may de argued that if the 
Centre loses such a iarge chunk of 
revenues it will be crippled. That 
will not be so because of the rapid 
increase in Federal tax revenues. 
In six vears the Federal tax re- 
venues alone have increased by 
over 150 per cent. So the Centre 
would not be much of a loser for 
giving up Central Excise. 

The provincial government, too, 
has its excise duties. But when pro- 
hibition came and horse racing was 
banned the provincial revenues 
dropped. They increased the Taxes 
on cinemas unconscionably. Then 
cinema houses closed one after 
another and the film industry is 
still on its death bed. So the pro- 
vinces have grabbed the vehicle 
tax and kept it for good. 

. It 1s the provinces which have to 
provide the infrastructure for set- 
ting up of industries, except in the 
area of energy. They have to build 
the roacs, provide water, arrange 
for drainage, medical facilities, 
education to the children of the 
workers etc. Hence the excise 
duties must go to the provinces in 
full. Otherwise industrial develop- 
ment will be hampered at one end 
and slums will imcrease at the 


other, alarmingly. 
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[Text } 


1. COMMUNICATION 
alongwith energy plays the 
most significant role in the 
economic development of a 
country. In the field of com- 
munication, highways are of 
the greatest importance. 
They are becoming more im- 
portant due to increase in 
number of vehicles and 
public perference for road 
as a mode of transportation. 

The number of registered vehi- 
cles in the country is around one 
million and their capital cost is 
over Rs 50,000 million. Compared 
to this the value of shares of all 
companies registered on stock ex- 
change is less than Rs 14,500 mil- 
lion. Highway sector uses fuel cost- 
ing one billion dollars annually. 

2. The share of highways in 
transportation of goods and passen- 
gers is increasing at a very fast rate 
in the country and that is the trend 
all over the world. 

Following tabie illustrates the 
growth of traffic on highways:— 


3. Presently over 75 


PAKISTAN 


BASIC FACTS, CONSTRUCTION DISCUSSED 


A goods ing system of financing and metnod 


are being carried by roads. N-3 of construction cannot meet the re. 
which is our main north-south link quirements of traffic. 


carries over half of this craffic 
Even a layman would understand 
that the economy of the country is 
dependent on N-5, to a very large 
extent. Any disruption of traffic on 
this road will have catastrophi 
consequences for the country 

N-5 is the backbone of our trans- 
portation system and according to 
Wor!d Bank study of Third High- 
way Project, due to poor condition 
of the raad and very heavy tratfx, 
large sections of N-5 may become 
unusable unless road is re 
habilitated and improved. 

4. Due to financial constraints 
adequate funds are not available 
for N-5. During the last five years 
annual expenditure for N-5 has re- 
mained around Rs 200 million an 
nually. This low expenditure 
barely allows rehabilitation of ab 
out 500 km of road and construc- 
tion of 158 km of additional car- 
riageway by 1985. However, the 
rate of repair 1s not keeping pace 
with the requirements. The exist- 











1971-72 1977-78 1980-31 
Passengers Goods Passengers Goods Passengers Goods 
Roads 79 $i a 62 80 70 
Railways 20 49 19 38 19 w 
Air i - b - ! - 
100 100 100 as) 100 100 





Expressed as percentages. Growth rate of carriage of goods of Riys s 


6.2% and 9.5% in case of roads 





TRAFFIC 


5. The capacity of 24 feet wide 


(7.3m) asphait concrete road « 
7000 venicles per dav In his 
traffic cars constitute “0 . and re- 
mainung 20 ~ traffic is heavy venr 
cles. However. in Pakistan the 
share of trucks and buses im the 
traffic ts around 90 ~ ana . ar traffic 
is barely 20 per cent. Asso, mow of 
N-5 is surface treated and its cond:- 
sm 3s fair to poor. 


Also almost 90, ot ‘rack on 
Pakistan are overloaded and axle 
loading varies from 10 to 14 toms 
commpared to our design siandard 
wherein axle loading w 42 tons A 
14-ton axle load will reduce the de. 
sign i:fe of a road from 10 yearsto i 
year. Recent induction of truck- 
trailer assembly has further ag 
gravated the situation. Therefore. 
there is a requirement of construc 
tion of additional carriageway 
wherever traffx exceeds 7 00 vei: 
icles per day 

5. National Highway Board 
(NHB) has been carrving out de 
tailed traffic survey and checking 
overloadindg. The tratfx exceeds 
7 O00 vehicles per Gay in many se 
nions and will exceed 7. HH vehi les 
per day ail along N-5 Dy 1992. Foi 
lowing table illustrates require 
ment of additional carriageway — 

7. Therefore, from the point of 
traffic additional carriageway 


must be constructed by 1942, he- 
Cause the growth of traffic cannot 
be stopped. 








EXISTING ADDITIONAL CAR- 
RIAGEWAY PROJECTS 

5. One additional carriageway 
project trom Lahore to Gujr-nwaia 
has recently been completed and 
'wO More projects, namely, 
Rawaipindi-Chablat _ and 
Peshawar Nowshera will be con. >- 
leted by 1985. This will mean provi- 
sion of 158 km of additional car- 
riageway along N-5 at an average of 
12 km per year. At this rate the 
rema.oing 1,542 km of additional 

arriageway wil) require 125 years. 
Onovicusiy tratiic requirement will 
not aliow us to follow this slow 
speed of Construction. 

9 [here are two reasons for slow 
progress, namely, financial con- 
straints and lack of contractors who 
cam construct highways of interna- 
uonai standards. As far as funding 
is Concerned, ap average of Rs 40 
milo is being spent on additional 
_aftiageway annudliv which is 
oereiy enough tor 10 to 12 km of 


fwew road 


a 


10 The second probiem is of 
contractors. The only good nighwav 
in the country is  Karachi- 
Hyderabad Highway which was 

astructed Dy foreign contractor 
Uther than that, rigid quality con- 
trol nas been exercised in Third 
Hignway = Provyect Charsadda- 
Pesnawar, Nowshera Khairabaa, 
Lanore Saniwai and Ronri- 
Kotdij: The progress nas been ex- 
tremely siow The same ts true for 
yiher nignway projects like RCD 
tLanwev Karachi Hvderabad 
Over Rawaipindi-Chabiat and 
Pesnawar Nowsnera 


ia 


The main reasons for siow prog- 
ress are as under — 


1) Lack t protessional 

Management 

Louw at A serviceability 
tequipment 50 

tFetremeivy iow utilisation 
t eq ment 15-20 
dUCQUaT* rinances 

ntractor 
Si0w reiease Of fullcs 
inexperienced won 


suitants lack of knowledge 
t modern highway con- 
fruction in gepartments 
Therefore. even if govern- 
ment can arrange funds, the pro- 
ject of aGGitional carriageway can 
not De undertaken Dy indigenous 
cComtractor withit. 3d sixX-vear time 


frame It will need ar least 20 to 40 


such 
est method of 


*-* 
ae 


OMT 5 ete i pr ; ect 


indertsaing 


such a project is to induct joint ven- 
tures of foreign and local construc- 
tion companies. The foreign con- 
struction company will provide 
management, technical know-how, 
machinery, equipment, workshop 
services and local companies will 
construct the road, bridges and op- 
erate quarry sites. After the com- 
pletion of the project, adequate 
transfer of technology would have 
taken place and Pakistani com- 
panies would have gained the re- 
qGuisite experience to undertake 


modern highway construction on 


their own. 


REHABILITATION VERSUS 
ADDITIONAL CARRIAGEWAY 


12. The next decisions whether 
to rehabilitate the existing road 
furst and to construct additional 
carriageway later or to reverse the 
sequence. The rehabilitation re- 
Guires construction of a detour and 
diversion of traffic followed by re- 
pair of road. In case of N-5, repair 
entails complete reconstruction of 
new road. The experience of 
Lahore-Sahiwal shows very clearly 
that it is far better to use the exist- 
ing road tor traffic and make a new 
road parallel to it. Therefore, it is 
better to make new road first foi- 
lowed by repair of old due to ..¢ 
following reasons — 

(a) No inconvenience 

public. 

(b) Saving in constructuon due 
to non-provision of detour 
because old road w:ll be 
used as service road. 

New road will take lesser 
time for construction. 

13. Theretore, the future 
strategy shouid be to make addai- 
rionai Carriage way wherever 
traffic 1s over 7,000 vehicles per 
day and to rehabilitate bad sec- 
tions of N-5 only after new road nas 
been constructed, so that puDiic is 
nor inconverenced 

14. It isciear from the above thar 
the reuqirement of tratlic justifies 
construction of additional carriage- 
wav during the eighties. Govern. 
ment has to tind ways and means to 
accomplish this as the growth ot 
traific (5S per cent) cannot de stop- 
ped. The existing financing system 
and local contractors cannot con- 
struct the road even in the next 30 
years. Therefore, some drastic 
changes are required in the method 
of financing construction. 

15. A viable alternative is to in- 


to the 


f¢) 


duct the private sector in this field 


The entrepreneur will arrenge 
financing and construct the road in 
the’ next six years. This can be 
achieved provided joint vencures 
of Pakistani and foreign construc- 
tion companies are entrusted the 
job. The new road wil result in 
operating cost benefits to the user 
and the government will be 
justified to levy toll on new roads 


The private sector can be paid from 
toH. The planned progress of new 


road will be as under:— 

Year Progress (km) 
"84-85 280 
’85-"86 300 
*B0-'87 310 
°87-'88 320 
’88-"89 332 

1,542 


ECONOMIC JUSTIFICATION 

16. The existing poor quality 
road entails high consumption of 
fuel, very heavy tyre wear and high 
requirement of spare parts, extra 
time in travelling and high acci- 
dent rate. If N-5 is improved to the 
standard of Karachi-Hyderabad 
Highway, the annual saving in 

sOperating cost of vehicles at the 
present traffic would be Rs 2,209 
mullion (°82-’83). 

The following talbe illustrates 
the saving in ope’ ating cost of vehi- 
cles if the road is improved to inter- 
national standards: — 


Vehicls Speed Saving/ 
(km/hr) km(Rs) 
Car 80 0.36 
Wagon 65 0.47 
Truck 65 0.75 
Bus 65 0.70 


17. The World Bank publication, 
“The Road Maintenance Problems 
and International Assistance” 1981 
has estimated saving in operating 
cost of heavy vehicle between 10-15 
US cents per km (Rs 1.30 to Rs 1.95 
per km). Therefore, the estumate of 
NB for saving in operating cost 
are conservative. No saving has 
been worked out for saving in time. 
Saving in time will result in better 
utilisation of transport and a truck 
can make 30-40% additional trips 
The approximate component of 


Saving iM operating cost are as 
under: — 


(a) Fuel19”, 
(b) Tyre wear 25°. 
(c) Spare parts 50°, 
(c) Labour 6-- 








18. Fuel, spare parts and tyres 
(partly) are umported. It is es 
timated that foreign exchange com- 
ponent of saving is 47 per cent of 
total saving in operating cost. The 
following table illustrates the sav- 
ing im operating cost to the trans 
porters/public for one-way traffic 
trom Karachi to Peshawar, which 
will result due to construction of 
additional carriageway: — 


SOME UnSCTUDPU.OUS transporters co 
pass all the burden of toil to user it 
will mean increase of 1 paisa 
km passenger and 4 paisa km ton 
for luggage. This will depend how 
effectively government can handle 
the transporters. 

22. The tol! will be coilected by 
employing contractors as is being 
dune now. The present recovery 
rate is about 90 . Assuming thar 














Year Roe ec svuinote Seving m operating 
onengtet ad (on meveng @ com (ame pated ) 
(xm) operstmg cost (Mefeon Rs, 
! 2 3 4 
‘ges 44 - - 
45-% 7" 44 343 $03 
*% 37 1048 738 6$2.37° 
a7. 38 1.66 1s 1,000 $24 
Be 49 1,706 1.364 1.410 £19 
89.0) - 1,70 1 992 954 
WF. 170 2.44 478 
ee 77 1.700 2.208.952 
9.9) - 1,700 2.344.703 
7-94 - 1.700 2.$7§ 479 
94-95 - 0) 2.781.537 
94 U4 - 1,706 3 4 999 
oT a ol - 1,799 3M391 
7.98 179” 3734224 
"4 nw 1.700 1.734224 
30.445 759 
19 The above saving will accrue = 25 sof the theoretical toll ts col. 


to the user because of lesser use of 
tuel, spare parts and ryres. As far as 
government is concerned the sav- 
ing will be due to lesser import of 
fuel, spare parts and tvres. The sav- 
ing to the government will be in 
toreign exchange and will amount 
to 1,146 million US $ upto "98-'99. 


TOLL 

20. Theretore. it will be quite 
[prtitiable for the government to 
levy a toll on the user of new road. 
The toll will be levied on 
new improved qualitv road only. 
The government can repay the en- 
trepreneur who will construct the 
road, from the toil. It is visualised 
(hat approximately 50 per cent of 
the saving of the transporter due to 
operating cost benefits should be 
recovered on toll. Based on this fol 
lowing toll rate is poroposed — 


lected, the collection of toil will be 
as under:— 





‘ec, Entrepreneur investment 
of Rs 5.069 million and toil in- 
vesrment of Ks 360 mulion on 


project 
ad, Repayment to en- 
trepreneur from 7th co 16th 
vear. It was estimated that re- 
payment will De about Rs 10.542 
muliion 
CONCLUSION 


24 The policy options for the 
government are limited. The re- 
GUIFEMeEN is to Construct an addi- 
tional carriageway from Karachi- 
Peshawar betore 1992 trom th 
point of view of traffic. This cannot 
be done by conventional method ct 
financing and indigenous con 
tractor. The other option ts to in- 
duct private sector tu arrange 
financing and construct the road b: 
joint venture construction com 
panies ensuing transfer of tecnno/ 
ogy, so that local contractors can 
undertake such projects after the 
completion of additional carriage. 
way projec’ 

25. The entrepreneur #1 % 
paid from toll which will be -eviec 
on new road. In case entrepreneur 
ensures that loan repayment ui 
De less than tos, collection upto 9* 
"99, the project is viable 


a 





Year Koad svattadie Tod (Million Re) 
for wl (onewry wafl only) 
‘4S ~) Rs 860 callion of wd 
35-36 438 1546 409 ) mil be wvested <> 
“wT 7138 184 647 ) propect 
‘$7.38 | 048 434597) 
“8-39 1,364 615 443) 
SW 1,700 $36 07 } 
FI 1,700 397 94) Avelscle “or ea, rr" 
9N 1,700 965445 of wares 
92-93 1.790 Lust 143 
93-94 1,700 5.423.771) 
9495 170 1.213472; 
-W 1,760 1.3.3.764 » 
6-9) 1 14 £625 
9) 1,700 1,529 87° ) 
1.5!i 187 
ny \ fe cat 
1349 129 
(-) GDH invested 
Available {or sepsyment 
of wan 13.599 i239 


23. Based on the above. the Na- 





—— - 


26. This 1s a new Solid aporoach 


Vehicle Toll Toll per tional Highway Board, with the for induction of private sector in 
proposed perkm concurrence of the Ministry of the construction of infrastructure 
perkm (Rs) in France Communications made a xheme_ !: wilj open new avenues of private 

(Rs) for induction of private sector in sector financing in other tie.ds like 

Motor highway construction. Theconcept energy. ‘telecomunication et 

cycle C op a involves the following: — Fortunately, we have been abie * 

Car‘ Jeep 0.10 a (a) Construction of 1,542 km mobilise private sector and on.v 4 

Wagon 9.16 . $1 of additional carmageway. inc- go-ahead is now required Con 

Truck 0.4 1.08 luding six major river bridgesin = struction of additiona! carriagewes 

i. Therefore. levy of toll on ad- six years (1 vear for mobilisa- from Karachi to Peshawar will be 4 
ditional carriageway will not result tion and > years for histuric event. The entire wountrs 
in increase Of Cost Of transportation construction) is NOW ea#el iy Walling [Ur The tart 
of g00ds or passengers. However. if b) Government investment t this pee 


ot Rs 2.000 million as equity 
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EXILED LEADERS FORM UNITED FRONT IN LONDON 


Karachi DAWN in English 24 Sep 83 p 6 


[Text ] 
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LONDON, Sept 23: Leaders of 
the minority provinces in Pakistan 
— Sind, Baluchistan and NWFP — 
have recently met in London to find 
a way to break the present political 
impasse in Pakistan. They have 
formed a “United Front” for this 


purpose. 

The leaders whe have formed the 
“United Front” to resolve the pre- 
sent stalemate on the political 
front in Pakistan mclude Jam 
Sadiq Ali and Abdul Hafeez 
Pirzada (Sind), Ataullah Mengal 
(Baluchistan) and Khan Abdul 
Wali Khan (NWFP). 

Ajthough the details of the prog- 
ramme and policy of the newly set 


58 





up “Unitd Front” heve not been 
disclosed so far, it was reliably 
gathered that the leaders involved 
have made it known that the only 
practical way to keep Pakistan to- 
gether and as one unified country is 
to give the minority provinces max- 
imum provincial autonomy. They 
are willing to surrender just four 
subjects to the Central Federal 
Government — defence, foreign af- 
fairs, currency and 
communications. 

The four leaders are to meet 
again during .1e weekend to 
further crystallise their ideas be- 
fore making a public announce. 
ment, it was gathered reliably. 
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ENGLISH IN HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATIONS TO BE DISCONTINUED FROM 1989 


Karachi DAWN in English 24 Sep 83 p 4 


[Text ] 
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ISLAMABAD, Sept 23: Question 
papers for the matriculation exami- 
nation in all subjects would be set 
only in the national language or in 
an approved provjncial language, 
from 1989. 

This was stated by the Federal 
Secretary for Education, Mr Saeed 
Qureshi, in a statement issued here 
on Thursday. 

He further said that candidates 
would not have option to use Eng- 
lish as a medium of examination 
from that year. 

Giving the background of this de- 
cision, he said that it was in 
pursuance of the policy announced 


in 1979 whereby Urdu or any ap- 
proved provincial language was to 
be progressively adopted as a 
medium so as tO cover the entire 
education system up to matric level 
by 1989. 

He clarified that this decision 
would not affect the institution 
which prepared students for a 
foreign examination nor would it 
impair the ability of any educa- 
tional institution to teach English 
as an additional subject at primary 
level. 

The decision to use Urdu or an 
approved language wouid also ap- 
ply to science subjects.—PPI. 














IDENTITY CARDS ISSUED TO 89 PERCENT OF POPULATION 


Karachi DAWN in English 26 Sep 83 p 3 


[Text ] 
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ISLAMABAD, Sept. 25: In all 89 
pre cent population over 18 years 
of age had been issued identity 
cards till Sept. 15 last, a spokesman 
of Directorate General of Registra- 
tion told APP here yesterday 

He said the province wise 
percentage of the card holders 
were: Punjab 90, Sind 93, NWFP 75 
and Baluchistan 64. The total card 
holders in the country were 3,93, 
44, 158, he added. 

The spokesman said that the re- 
gistration work was being done 
rapidly so that the people could 
utilise their right of franchise in 
the ongoing local bodies elections. 

He said a crash programme was 
launched in the rural areas during 
the last four months and cards were 
issued more than two million. 

The offices of the registration in 
the country are busy day night t» 
facilitate the people for getting 
them registered and issuing them 
identity cards, he said. 

The spokesman of the Directo- 
rate said that 4 crash programme 
has also been undertaken in the 
Northern Areas for the issuance of 
identity cards 

Special mobiles teams are visit- 
ing the union councils of the areas 
for this purpose, he added. 

He dispelled the impression 
created by some section of the 
people, that in view of compulsory 
production of the cards, a large 
number of voters would not be able 
to cast their votes in the coming 
local bodies elections in Punjab 
and Sind 

“It would have very little effect 
as 89 per cent of population already 
possessed the cards. It would 
greatly help to eliminate any kind 


ot rigging in the elections”, he 
observed. 

He said fair local bodies elec- 
tions recently held in NWFP and 
Baluchistan has already shown its 
utility. 

In reply to a question about the 
public complaints of non accept- 
ance of applications forms by the 
registration offices, he said it was 
happened when some people sub- 
mitted the forms in bulk. It is the 
standing instructions that the form 
should be submitted by an applic- 
ant himself or his some family 
member on his beh, he added. 

The spokesman maintained that 
the registration offices have been 


strictly advised that delays should — 


not be done in issuing the cards on 
the prescribed dates. If any official 
found indulging in malpractices or 
creating undue inconvenience for 
the people he would be dealt with 
severely, he added. 

He said it is necessary for the of- 
ficials to make written objections, 
if they found any application in- 
complete or forge. “No application 
can be rejected on oral objections 
by the officials, he asserted. 

In reply to a question, the 
spokesman said that there is no 
compulsion for a woman to come 
herself to the registration office for 
submitting or recéiving the card. 
Any of her relative can do this on 
her behalf, he added. 

He reminded the people that non 
possession of a card, or making 
forge card was an offence and 
punishable under the Resgitration 
Act 1973. He urged the people to 
show honesty, sense of responsibil- 
ity and fairness in getting 
themselves registered. —APP 
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MAZARI REFUSES FURTHER CHECKUP--Multan, Sept. 25: Sardar Sherbaz Khan 
Mazari, President of the defunct National Democratic Party, is stated to 
have refused to undergo a fresh medical check-up until he is shifted from 
the Pirowal Forest rest-house to any city like Multan. It is stated 

that a three-member medical board, consisting of Dr. Farooq Nazir, Dr. 
Mustafa and Dr. Noor Mohammad, has been constituted, following an appeal 
by Begum Mazari, to examine Mr. Mazari who is said to be diabetic and also 
suffering from kidney trouble. According to a reliable source here, the 
airconditioner of the rest-house where Mr. Mazari is detained is out of 
order these days, which is causing him discomfort. Mr. Mazari has repeat- 
edly drawn the attention of concerned authorities to this, but no action 
has yet been taken to set the airconditioner right. [Text] [Karachi 

DAWN in English 26 Sep 83 p 6] 
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